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Perhaps that’s what happens during the forging of a relationship: if nothing else, you adopt some of the other person’s habits. It is directly addressed to the beloved who is gone, as Tanay, alone one day after his sister’s return, tries to make sense of what has happened. His real pain he can share with no one. Straight from the horse’s mouth Cobalt
Blue is narrated by both Tanay and Anuja. He has no last name. The French connection, being a young orphan, and free-spiritedness seemed like a cliché at best. In short, the narrative didn't seem unbalanced to make me, as a reader, favour one's predicament over the other (which is often the case in dual/triple POV narratives).Now, for the things
that didn't work:1. It presents a slice of life, which offers more questions than answers. We had been given the freedom to choose how we want to live and behave. Like Anuja we too see him, “...as if in a series of images: working on a painting, cooking his food, listening to his walkman, leaning out of the window to pluck chafe flowers, playing the
guitar”. There is an underlying sense of betrayal and disappointment in the narrative tones. The author manages to capture the myriad of emotions and moods along with the vivid descriptions of a Maharashtrian household. Cobalt Blue is a sensitive portrayal of 2 individuals who are trying to come to terms with their identity. He has kept the pace
and intensity of the book alive and even though I haven’t read the original Marathi, the translation flows eloquently, and with a delicate refinement. By the time the novel ends, Tanay has left for Mumbai and Anuja has a home and a job, and a life to look forward to. When he runs away with Anuja, he overturns the family’s lives. Lately, I've been on the
hunt for works with unique storytelling (The Butcher Boy was the winner last year) as a fresh alternative to the linear manner we're all used to, and this book fit the bill perfectly. And as they claw their way out of their shock and grief, one is hopeful of a better ending for them. Family, absurd This is also a satire on family, a unit where everyone
knows everyone yet no one truly knows anyone. I mean, we absorb them on the regular from blogs, our parents, gossipy relatives, TV series & movies, and so on, but to encounter them in books, especially those incorporated into the character building and agency, engenders a sense of renewed awe in a bookworm like me. Finally, both chapters
contributed equally to the book narrative, with no one voice overpowering the other; they were different in their own right, but poignant nonetheless. That we are a transitional generation and that gave us several advantages. Its the story about a brother and sister who end up falling for their tenant. Tanay and Anuja are fascinated by the tenant who
takes up lodging in their family home in Pune. From the core of his person, he came across as a vagabond with abandonment issues i.e., steered clear of human commitments for the fear of being left alone. I liked to see that journey pan out before me, although I had problems with a few of her other decisions. And all this to come from the mind of a
20-year-old is the icing on the cake. But their gender and their personalities shape their narratives, and we see two characters emerge before us. While Tanay emerges as more shy and introvert, Anuja comes across as more outspoken, bold and outgoing. This had the potential to be a talking point in the way Indian families discriminate in the
upbringing of boys and girls. In a way its also sort of a coming of age story. It imparts a vital lesson of accepting yourself, overcoming setbacks and starting life all over again. He seems like the perfect tenant, ready with the rent and happy to listen to their mother’s musings on the imminent collapse of Indian culture. He leaves home without telling
anyone that he won’t be coming back anytime soon, making only a call to his sister. Slice of life nuggets: I am a sucker for these. It’s a richly colored journey, tragic as it, and silently cheer as se learns to stand on her feet, learning to live alone. That I was different was nowhere apparent. Translated from the Marathi by acclaimed novelist and critic
Jerry Pinto, Sachin Kundalkar’s elegantly wrought and exquisitely spare novel explores the disruption of a traditional family by a free-spirited stranger in order to examine a generation in transition. Romance and tragedy have both used this twist in sometimes subtle, sometimes dramatic and (mostly film), downright over-the-top ways. I took my
clothes out of the cupboard and looked at myself in the mirror. Ghachar-Ghochar by Vivek Shanbhag is a tale of a close-knit yet dysfunctional family in modern India. Intimate, moving, sensual, and wry in its portrait of young love, Cobalt Blue is a frank and lyrical exploration of gay life in India that recalls the work of Edmund White and Alan
Hollinghurst—of people living in emotional isolation, attempting to find long-term intimacy in relationships that until recently were barely conceivable to them. The paying guest’s entry into his life makes him feel that he has found true love, even before any move has been made. Even Anuja for that matter, she came across as self-absorbed (maybe
rightly so) in such instances. And often, no doors between rooms.” And what about the paying guest? Tanay’s is a monologue, Anuja’s, a diary entry. A picture does emerge, but still feels blurred and out of focus, as much for the reader as for the characters. In tone, Cobalt Blue thankfully falls in the first category, and in story, it explores an entirely
different arc as Kundalkar weaves a poignant and touching tale of a brother-sister duo in love with the same man. Cobalt Blue is both typical and not in its portrayal of love, loss and longing- the holy trinity of the romance of life. It follows Tanay and Anuja, part of an average Indian family of five in a Maharashtrian town, and their unnamed paying
guest who enters their life and turns it upside down. It is simple, it is sweet, sometimes sad, but largely unique. One of my favourite quotes in the book: I've only just understood what Maushi used to say to me. The next generation will have to pay the price." 5. Why Anuja eloped with him was never explained, contributing to a major dent in the
ratings.2. While Tanay and Anuja's narratives ran in parallel for the most part (with the one-off intersections), I would have liked for them to talk through their grievances more openly with each other. It makes you feel those small adaptations, these adoptions, make him one of you.” ““Whatever happens, happens for the best!” That’s how domestic
counselling starts in a Marathi family. You resonate with Tanay when he says, “Each of us must perform our joys and sorrows for all the rest because this house has a front door, a back door and a side entrance. It touches upon the themes of homosexuality, loneliness and mental health issues. Topics: Translated by Jerry Pinto Genre: Translation
(Marathi) There are many gems in regional literature that capture some intriguing and powerful themes. But most of all, it gave a unique voice to both the protagonists. We follow her as her diary swings between the past and the present, we see her in love, in domesticity, in heartbreak, in depression and through it. This, perhaps, is because the novel
denies giving its readers any closed, neat ending. Big props to both Kundalkar and Pinto for conceiving a timeless work of Indian Literature. I also liked how Pinto retained certain phrases that sounded better in Marathi in my head, for example, "Going, going!" or "when you reach XYZ place, call" or "such colours, such colours!"2. 3. It’s the middling
of the classes and the meddling of the feelings of its young members. The good bits:1. His love for the paying guest has to masquerade as friendship, and even that comes under his sister’s scanner when she cannot understand why her brother spends so much time upstairs. Narratives’ reflection Tanay’s monologue is more fluid, with several
repetitions. A brilliant. And so our sense of freedom is only a rehearsal. While the second half of the book from Anuja's perspective reads more as a journal entry. Other aspects: I liked that Tanay never blamed anyone else for his misgivings. We were lucky to have parents who felt blessed in having children and were willing to take all the
responsibilities that came with it. Especially when Anuja was aware of the lengths of time Tanay spent with the paying guest in the tower room, I was expecting a showdown towards the end but was let down on that front.3. It was a bit of a suspect how Tanay's parents were so oblivious to the happenings in his life (or his sexuality). Cobalt Blue is one
such book. Yet, it ends on a hopeful note for both Tanay and Anuja, as we learn from Anuja’s diary. I couldn't fathom the allure of the stranger in the tower room, "filling the protagonists' lives in cobalt blue colours". 3.5-star Review:Cobalt Blue by Sachin KundalkarCobalt Blue may be one of the rare books that steals all (most) of the stars in the
supplied rating towards its evocative writing. One can hope that Tanay and Anuja will both find more opportunity for loving and living according to their wishes now. This is reminiscent of another character in another novel - Tridib, in The Shadow Lines by Amitav Ghosh. It is a coming of age story for both its characters, who learn so much about
themselves and the world around them in the process of loving and being loved and rejection. I don't think I have come across many books that emote their main characters quite as well as the 20-year-old Kundalkar did, and here, I will take a moment to give supreme credit to Jerry Pinto's translation. But the experience seems doubly stifling for
Tanay, who, even as he recovers from the shock of his beloved running away, must keep this from his family, to whom he has not come out. Anuja faces the ‘shame’ of a public ‘wrongdoing’, and Tanay, with no other way, disguises his grief as one harboured by a brother for his sister, for that is the only way the family can accept his broken heart. She
also breaks the gender stereotype of the passive woman, taking her life into her own hands especially in matters of independence and eloping. Her brother, by constrast, does this more furtively. Theirs is a typical Indian family, with traditional gender roles, dinner table woes, sibling rivalry, parental favouritism, secrets, patriarchal attitudes and
more. Everyone in every family has an inner psychiatrist who rises to the occasion with some home-made mottos, a few lines from a Jagjit Singh ghazal.” Suggested Readings: So Now You Know: Growing Up Gay in India by Vivek Tejuja is a memoir that brings to life the era of the nineties and the struggles of being gay. He has no family, no friends, no
history, and no plans for the future. Writing: Short sentences, nothing glamorous in the name of vocabulary and complex sentences (although the use of "that XYZ happened is a given" or "that he could listen without speaking for a length of time did not surprise me" bordered on overkill) - for me, the translation struck a perfect balance between
staying honest to its parent work and ensuring to do justice to a translation of a work in the English language. The narratives of the siblings are like two halves of a picture - the picture of a family, of a man, of love and rejection. Style of prose/storytelling: This aspect particularly intrigued me as the lines between events of the past, present, future,
and in dreams were largely blurry and yet still they were distinguishable. This was a big source of vexation for me, how the parents badgered the life out of their daughter for the big decision that changed her life forever, but didn't once question the dark circles under their son's eyes or look of melancholy/blankness plastered across his face all the
time? He influences Tanay very deeply, changing his habits; from how he calculated his expenses or how he began his day. Unrequited love, and then some more The novel goes so much beyond just being a story of unrequited love. and thought provoking read which leaves you with a mixed bag of emotions. It’s common to hear stories of sisters
falling in love with the same man or brothers in love with the same woman. The author does enough to make his influence and not him as the driving theme, without giving him a name or any other form of identity, although I think that did his character a disservice in that I at least needed to know what made him so attractive to his suitors. Perhaps
this becomes symbolic of his life in his family, where as a gay young man who hasn’t come out, he has to be surreptitious about all he does. Like Ghosh’s work, here too the character is present despite his absence. Anuja’s story is structured, as it presents itself in the written word. ...more A NovelTranslated from the Marathi by Jerry Pinto Now a film
from Netflix India, this memorable novel confronts issues of sexuality in a changing society through a love triangle between a brother, sister, and their family’s lodger “A mesmerizing novel of heartbreak, memory, and the ease of falling in love set against the impossibility of fully knowing other people.” —Kamila Shamsie, author of A God in Every
Stone Recently adapted into a stunning Netflix film, Cobalt Blue is a tale of rapturous love and fierce heartbreak told with tenderness and unsparing clarity. This is particularly unbelievable in case of Indian parents, conservative Marathi parents at that, who like to insert themselves into their children's lives unannounced. 4. Aseem, their elder
brother, is unaffected by his entry, but both Tanay and Anuja fall in love with this elusive, mysterious guest, who reciprocates both their love, and neither sibling comes out of it as the same person. Shutting in Both of them experience the broken heart of young lovers, discovering truths in their own ways, their love taking them in its own direction.
Again, props to both Kundalkar and Pinto on that achievement. I dropped my wet towel. But he’s also a man of mystery. He had a lot of questions about norms and customs established in a conservative society like ours, but I appreciate the fact that he didn't begrudge them for it; shows a sense of maturity in a young boy (though he ended up suffering
for it). Final Verdict: 5 stars Favourite Quote: “How did I acquire those habits? Tanay's sexuality: I liked that Kundalkar didn't beat about the bush in this regard or inflicted his readers with the "navigating my sexuality; I'm repulsed by it to begin with but eventually realise I can't help the way I am" malarkey, he made Tanay comfortable in his own
skin from the very beginning and that was refreshing to see. Writing: Short sentences, nothing 3.5-star Review:Cobalt Blue by Sachin KundalkarCobalt Blue may be one of the rare books that steals all (most) of the stars in the supplied rating towards its evocative writing. As for Anuja, she started out by resenting her mother (who, to be fair, did seem
obnoxious at times) but grew to understand where she came from. In short, the family dynamics were all over the place to piece them into a cohesive unit and I felt like that should have played a big part in the mains' healing process.All in all, it was a fulfilling read but not a perfect one. Things take a drastic turn when Anuja runs away with their
tenant. The first half of the book is written from the perspective of Tanay addressing the tenant who is nameless in the book. He remains a figure shrouded in mystery. He is an artist and quite mysterious with no friends or family to speak of. He goes on dates, meetups and goes about his social life - all without the knowledge of his own family. The
two halves fit together, but not perfectly. A special mention should be for Jerry Pinto’s masterly translation (and I can think of no one else to handle the story of individuals in a family as well as he does). Brother and sister Tanay and Anuja both fall in love with the same man, an artist lodging in their family home in Pune, in western India.
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