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and	the	government	–	responded	with	fury	that	pregnant	women	should	not	be	mine;	indeed,	women	should	not	be	mine	at	all.	research	showed,	they	said,	that	children	in	mining	areas	were	deformed	(from	mercury	or	other	chemical	poisoning)	because	women	were	bringing	their	children	to	mining	sites.	When	the	studies	they	referred	to,
participants	based	on	kinshasa	said	there	were	many	and	everyone	showed	the	same	thing.	Congolese	researchers	have	explained	to	know	very	few	studies.	the	participants	of	kinshasa	were	on	the	move	and	the	provincial	political	representatives	present	at	the	meeting	retracted	their	prior	approval	of	the	pregnancy-ban	repeal.3	This	exchange
reveals,	at	one	level,	the	lasting	convictions	about	the	adequacy	and	value	of	women's	work	in	the	mining	areas.	Despite	the	evidence	by	researchers	(omeyaka	and	kebongobongobongo,	this	number;	stewart,	kibombo	and	rankin,	this	number;	buss	et	al.	2017;	rutherford	and	buss	2019)	and	by	miners	women	that	their	mining	work	provided	them	with
means	of	subsistence	much	better	than	alternatives,	the	strong	moralizing	conviction	that	women	should	not	be	mine.	also	affects	conceptions	around	knowledge;	that	has	the	privileged	competence,	and	what	is	known	(and	presumed	to	be	known)	on	women	who	work	in	artisan	mining	and	small	scale	(asm).	writing	in	2011,	jennifer	hinton	referred	to
a	“crisis	of	visibility”	in	asm,	with	which	he	intended	reluctance	by	state	governments,	but	also	donor	agencies,	researchers	and	others,	to	see	asm	as	a	sector	that	can	be	achieved	by	his	own	right.	this	crisis	of	visibility,	wrote	hinton,	is	even	more	“acute”	for	the	work	of	women,	the	“minerary	site,	the	house	and	the	communities”,	which	was	largely
neglected,	and	;onarepo	;onarepo	erolav	li	e	erolav	lus	inoiznivnoc	el	,iuq	ehcnA	.)51	,1102	notniH(	​​âissets	irotanim	ia	ehcna​​â	atlovlat	am	,icitilop	ia	olos	non	elibisivni	The	value	of	the	ASM	compared	to	the	allegedly	rich	mining	of	royalty	means	that	it	is	often	rejected	or,	worse,	actively	opposed	by	those	who	define	the	agenda	for	the	“national
development”,	while	the	value	of	women’s	work	both	inside	and	outside	the	mining	industry	is	also	neglected	as	not	“real”	mining	and/or	devalued	on	the	assumption	that	it	is	“justly	offers”	part-time.	Kinshasa’s	exchange	of	meetings	described	above	suggests	that	there	may	be	another	dimension	to	“vivisibility	crisis”	as	more	attention	from
politicians,	NGOs	and	researchers	is	now	directed	both	to	AMS	and	to	female	inclusion	in	mining	policy.	Rachel	Perks	(2013,	4),	for	one,	drew	attention	to	the	increasing	demands	of	include	ASM	as	a	"responsibility	for	rural	poverty	alleviation,	especially	in	developing	countries",	a	trend	that	says	was	started	in	the	1990s,	and	which	led	to	the
inclusion	of	ASM	in	national	mining	laws	and	policies.	Reforms	to	these	legislative	frameworks	continued	in	the	early	and	second	decades	of	the	2000s	(Ambe-Uva	2017).	The	addition	of	references	to	gender	participation	and	women	to	resources	mandates	has	more	recently	become	a	feature	of	these	reform	initiatives.	The	African	Mining	Vision
(AMV;	see	AU	2009,	32),	which	outlines	a	continental	vision	to	strengthen	the	management	and	control	of	the	state	on	resources	(Ambe-Uva	2017,	11),	calls	for	greater	progress	on	gender	equality,	including	the	“empowerment	of	women	through	the	integration	of	gender	equity	in	mining	policies,	laws,	regulations,	norms	and	codes”.	The	Centre	for
African	Mineral	Development,	currently	housed	at	the	Commission	of	the	African	Union,	is	bringing	efforts	to	coordinate	countries’	plans	to	“domesticate”	e	e	irotanod	inrevoG	.)oremun	otseuq	,.la	te	suB	idev	;ayneK	ni	emoc(	ilanoizan	eirarenim	ehcitilop	enucla	ni	ovitteibo	emoc	asulcni	aro	¨Ã	ereneg	led	enoizargetni​​âl	e	,)4102	CDMA(	ytnahoM	.g.e
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snoito	snoitan	detinu	eht	dna	nemow	if	hcus	,seicnega	laretalim	dna	only	.sepolevne	smarvg	ecnednene	Ferguson	1990;	Escobar	1995	for	the	founding	examples	of	this	literature).	Like	Tania	Li	(2007,	5)	he	puts	him	succinctly	in	his	Foucauldian	approach	to	these	questions,	"the	claim	of	competence	in	optimizing	the	life	of	others	is	a	pretense	of
power,	which	deserves	careful	examination".	And	others	show	that	these	interventions	made	by	states,	NGOs,	social	movements	and	donors	never	operate	as	well	as	their	experts	claim,	but	rather	they	mix	in	a	series	of	relationships	of	political	authorities	and	economic	conditions	(for	example	Crewe	and	Harrison	1998	;	Rutherford	2004;	move	2004;
Tsing	2005;	Li	2007).	These	interventions	may	have	various	consequences,	often	quite	different	from	the	intentions	and	objectives	of	those	who	promote	them,	therefore	it	is	important	to	be	cautious	in	prescribing	clear	action	plans	without	recognizing	these	complicated	dimensions	of	power.	While	this	special	number	aims	to	contribute	for	the
importance	of	"making	the	differential	participation	of	women	in	the	ASM	in	sub-Saharan	Africa	visible,	we	are	also	eager	to	examine	the	different	forms	of	visibility	of"	Domena	in	extraction	".	And	work	Academic.	Cié	does	not	mean	discrediting	the	new	interest	in	the	topic,	but	rather	clarifying	that	knowledge	is	not	innocent	of	the	power	and	the
mobilization	of	the	best	interests	of	women	"in	relation	to	various	socio	-economic	projects	should	always	be	examined	closely.	Ã	¢	â‚¬	â	€	The	problems	of	gender,	ã	¢	â‚¬	caglar,	gi	£	Âsis	and	Zwingel	Note	(2013,	11),	have	"recognized	in	different	areas	of	international	governance,	yet,	mainly	at	the	expense	of	the	intrinsic	value	of	gender	equality.	â
€	the	documents	of	this	special	number	provide	research	and	analysis	of	the	means	of	existence	of	women	and	women	in	ASM,	mainly	of	precious	or	high	value	minerals	(gold,	tin,	tungsten)	in	various	countries	of	'Sub-Saharan	Africa,	including	the	RDC,	Kenya,	ortson	ortson	led	oilgem	lA	.adnagU	e	enoeL	arreiS	,adnauR	This	special	number
represents	the	first	collection	of	peer-reviewed	research	specifically	focused	on	women,	sex	and	ASM.	In	this	introduction	we	place	this	research	first	in	a	discussion	of	the	terms	through	which	we	have	framed	this	special	number	â	€	"Asm,	genre	and	genre	â	€"	before	briefly	putting	the	items	collected	here.	In	this	number,	we	use	the	term	â	€
œArisanal	and	small	scale	(ASM)	to	refer	to	a	form	of	mining	extraction	that	generally	uses	minimum	technology,	requires	large	quantities	of	physically	demanding	work,	even	dangerous,	and	is	regularly	undertaken	to	the	margins	of	formal	economies	and	formal	legal	sanction.	Asm	has	been	historically	ignored	or	disparate	by	politicians,	also	local
communities,	media	and	researchers,	such	as	a	form	of	mining	extraction	(for	discussion,	see	Huggins,	Buss	and	Rutherford	2017).	The	current	approaches	to	the	formal	regulation	of	the	ASM	have	tried	to	encourage	licenses	and	similar	requirements	that	distinguish	â	€	œartigianaliâ	€	from	the	mining	extraction	â	€	œPiccolaâ	€	in	terms	of
admissible	technology,	of	mineral	yields	and	areas	a	Sometimes	admissible	for	mining	extraction.	So,	we	use	â	€	â	€	œSmâ	€	recognizing	that	as	a	term	different	forms	of	mining	extraction	â	€	"craftsmanship	and	small	scale	â	€"	is	merged	"at	a	time	when	they	should	be	discreet.	The	second	important	term	that	the	newspapers	are	still	in	this	special
number	is	the	genre,	and	the	kind	more	specifically.	Here,	we	are	intentionally	gesturing	for	feminist	research	on	ASM	and	the	probability	of	life	related	to	women's	mining	mines.	Kuntala	Lahiri-Dutt	(2015,	533,	2012),	for	one,	supported	for	the	importance	of	a	shaded	genre	analysis	from	â	€	â	€	œ	postcolonial	feminists	who	critically	reflect	on	power
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ennod	el	onanimase	ehc	otnemucod	etnecer	orol	len	onaraihcid	irotuaoc	ious	i	e	nosliH	nivaG	emoC	.arpos	ossucsid	emoc	,esrosir	elled	ecnanrevog	id	irdauq	ien	ereneg	e	ennod	id	"enoisulcnI"	alled	ecul	alla	etnatropmi	¹Ãip	otnat	otatnevid	¨Ã	aznecsonoc	allen	oiravid	otseuQ	.oton	¨Ã	non	ehc	otlom	arocna	¨Ã'c	,)3002	ffohnieB	e	agieV	,notniH	;3002
kreksmeeH	;6991	ennobaL	oipmese	da	idev(	09'	inna	ilged		Ãtem	allad	ennod	elled	aznetsissus	id	izzem	ius	ehcrecir	id	suproc	oloccip	nu	itats	onos	ic	ertneM	.)1102(	notniH	id"		ÃtilibitivS​Å	¬​â	¢Ã	id	ereidnab	elled	ecul	allA	and	ASM,	research	on	women's	livelihoods	to	date	examined	a	group	of	key	themes	related	to	gender	and	based	on	feminist
analytical	traditions:	the	functional	division	of	work	in	mining	sites	between	roles	generally	reserved	for	men	and	women	(Labonne	1996;	Heemskerk	2003;	Hinton	2011;	Hinton,	Veiga	and	Beinhoff	2003;	Bashwira,	Cuvelier	and	Hilhorst	2014;	Buss	et	al.	2017);	The	importance	of	family	and	intimate	relations	in	the	structure	(and	binds)	the	work	of
ASM	of	women	(Bryceson,	Jãny	and	Verbrugge	2014;	Panella	2005;	Hinton	2011;	Lahiri-Dut	2013;	Dessertine	2016;	Buss	et	al.	2017);	the	role	of	gender	beliefs,	norms	and	expectations	in	hierarchically	ordering	women	and	menâ’s	ASM	livelihoods	(Labonne	1996;	Heemskerk	2003;	Fisher	2007;	Hinton	2011;	Macchieona	and	Macona:	Hinton,	Veiga,
and	Beinhoff	2003;	Lahiri-Dutt	2013;	Cuvelier	2011;	Buss	et	al.	2017);	and	the	importance	of	ASM	women's	work,	especially	in	the	light	of	the	growing	trade	in	life	and	the	decline	of	other	income	generating	activities	for	women	and	men	(Panella	2005,	2007;	Maconachieona	and	Maconachie	The	complex	plot	of	sexual	expression,	sexual	exchange	and
sexual	violence	(Cohen	2014;	Kelly,	King-Close	and	Perks	2014;	Werthmann	2009;	Mahy	2011),	along	with	representations	of	sexual	immorality	in	the	official	speeches	of	ASM	(Buss	et	al.	.	2020),	was	also	touched	by	some	research	focused	on	the	means	of	subsistence	of	women.	Finally,	the	relationship	between	the	means	of	subsistence	linked	to
women	and	the	armed	conflict	in	the	eastern	DRC	was	at	the	centre	of	some	research,	studying	the	ways	in	which	,ariwhsaB	,ariwhsaB	;7102	.la	te	nilcaM	;8102	ssuB	;7102	ariwhsaB(	MSA	itsetnoc	ni	azzerucis	id	inimret	ni	eragivaN	e	onodnerpmoc	ennod	el	iuc	ni	idom	icilpetlom	i	eraruttac	a	onocseir	non	,oipmese	da	,azzerucis	alla	icitilop	e	icitilana
iccorppa	and	Hilhorst	2014;	Kelly	2014;	Kelly,	King-Close,	and	Perks	2014)	.while	gender	is	ofstand	a	Key	Analytical	Lens	in	This	Work,	Jenkins	(2014)	and	Lahiri-Dutt	(2012,	2015)	Have	Urged	More	attention	to	the	Operation	and	Variability	of	Gender	in	ASM	and	in	the	extraction	of	resources	in	a	more	specific	way.	Lahiri-Dutt	(2018)	claims	that
there	have	been	some	important	global	changes	that	have	increased	the	size	and	importance	of	"formal	mining",	a	term	that	prefers	"ASM",	with	assisted	gender	consequences.	"Factors	responsible	for	the	rapid	expansion	of	informal	extraction	in	the	contemporary	world",	writes:	"include	rural	economies	that	offer	only	scarce	returns	from
agriculture,	governance	of	authoritative	resources	by	the	states	that	deny	the	existence	of	mining	traditions	by	the	Mineral	traditions	by	mineral	traditions	to	favor	large	companies,	bad	environmental	care	by	these	operators	and	the	increase	in	prices	of	the	raw	materials	indicate	the	urgent	need	of	a	large	analytical	framework	such	as	that	offered	by
the	extractive	peasants	(Lahiri	-DUTT	2018,	3).	Against	the	background	of	these	changes,	further	research	urges,	among	other	things,	a	better	"understanding	of	gender	roles	and	relationships	within	the	communities	of	peasant	mines"	which	considers	the	changes	resulting	When	the	means	of	subsistence	of	mining	become	the	"alternatives	to
agriculture	(or	silviculture)	ã	¢	â‚¬	(Lahiri-Dut	t	2012,	202);	A	more	nuanced	genre	analysis	that	resists	easy	tropes	of	mining	such	as	male	and	victimization	(of	people	or	environments)	as	female	(Lahiri-Dutt	2018,	529);	A	more	in	-depth	report	of	the	various	and	irregular	gender	operation	to	see	how	masculinity	and	feminine	take	different	meanings
in	various	contexts	of	mining;	and,	finally,	the	exploration	of	the	differences	between	women	to	explain	in	e	e	"iggatnavs	e	iggatnav	etnemavitteles	aerc	redneG"	iuc	ni	odom	li	ecaciffe	¹Ãip	by	scholars	such	as	Lahiri-Dut.	In	addition,	we	called	this	special	issue	“The	Gendering	of	ASM”	to	capture	the	active	processes	through	which	gender	meanings
are	produced	and	ascribed	to	women	and	ASM	by	those	who	work	within	mining	sites	and	in	political	spaces	such	as	the	Kinshasa	meeting	described	above.	Generate,	with	a	nod	to	Gramsciane	conceptions	of	hegemony	and	identity,	thus	also	signals	the	attention	to	the	structures	(or	assemblies)	of	institutions,	practices,	speeches	and	experts,
through	which	are	made	available	gender	rules,	meanings	and	identity,	bounded,	contested	and/or	mobilized	(Chunn	and	Lacombe	2000,	9-12;	Li	2007,	22–27;	Rutherford	and	Buss	2019.	The	documents	collected	here	constitute	a	collection	of	data	and	analysis	that	easily	defies	conclusions	and	assumptions	both	on	women's	support	and	on	the
functioning	of	standards	and	gender	structures	in	ASM	sites.	While	paper	themes	and	national	contexts	on	which	they	draw	are	different,	for	the	purpose	of	this	introduction,	we	organize	their	main	contributions	to	existing	research	gaps	in	three	key	sectors:	the	deepening	of	the	practices	and	norms	that	actively	constitute,	we	enroll	and	transgress
divisions	of	work	on	the	ASM	sites;	revealing	the	variability	both	in	the	functioning	of	gender	meanings	and	in	the	positioning	of	women	within	the	means	of	ASM	livelihoods	and	economic	and	social	hierarchy	Danielsen	and	Hinton,	to	begin	with,	contribute	directly	to	what	they	see	as	the	need	for	a	more	systematic	account	of	the	genre	as	a	social
relationship	Authors	draw	from	a	width	and	depth	of	research	on	women	in	tin	and	tungsten	mining	in	the	region	of	the	Great	Lakes	of	Central	Africa,	to	examine	the	emoc	enoizazzilamron	aus	allen	MSA	elinimmef	oroval	led	otavresso	olledom	li	erassalloc	arbmes	ennobaL	,enoizircsed	atseuq	nI	.)021	,6991(	elinimmef		Ãtilaiceps	anu	¨Ã	enoizartse	id
ossecorp	len	elaicurc	ossap	otseuq	,eralocitrap	ni	,acirfA	nI	.aruc	e		Ãtiliga	edeihcir	ehc	,​​âgninnap​​â	emoc	itaciled	¹Ãip	itipmoc	rep	inimou	ilgus	oiggatnav	otrec	nu	onnah	ennod	el​​â	ehc	evircs	;aznednet	atseuq	id	oipmese	nu	¨Ã	MSA	e	ennod	ellus	ennobaL	ecirtaeB	id	ovitamrof	oroval	lI	.)3102	ttuD-irihaL(	enoiznitsid	atseuq	id	aticat	enoizazzelarutan
anu	ehcna	,opmet	id	aznacnam	id	enoiznuserp	anu	ni	etnemlicaf	eralovics	etlov	a	²Ãup	otnemicsonocir	otseuq	,itarenumer	oilgem	osseps	ilour	,irtla	da	ossecca	orol	li	onocsidepmi	ehc	ereneg	id	emron	ad	itatimil	onos	ennod	elled	irarenim	ilour	i	ehc	otnemicsonocir	etnecserc	nu	¨Ã'c	ertneM	.etagivan	e	ettodorpir	etnemaunitnoc	onos	ereneg	id
aznailgaugusid	id	e	oroval	id	inoisivid	el	emoc	eredev	rep	airassecen	eralunarg	aruttel	id	atros	al	onocsinrof	iuq	etatneserp	decnaun	isilana	el	am	,)arpos	ossucsid	emoc(	atrepocs	avoun	anu	¨Ã	non	)etavort	eresse	a	onodnet	ennod	el	evod(	"evitaciduigga"		Ãtivitta	e	enoizamrofsart	id		Ãtivitta	e	)inimou	ilga	itavresir	etnemlamron(	ovacs	id	ilour	,elareneg
ni	,art	oroval	led	enoisivid	anu	id	otnemanoiznuf	lI	.MSA	ennod	elled	ativ	id	inoizidnoc	el	arutturts	ehc	e	itaiduts	irarenim	itis	ien	arepo	ehc	oroval	led	enoisivid	anu	onalevir	iuq	isulcni	itnemucod	ied	itloM	.etnerrocir	enoiznetta	id	aera'nu	oroval	led	ereneg	id	enoisivid	al	noc	am	,itnenopmoc	orttauq	itseuq	ittut	o	inucla	id	enoizaredisnoc	al	edulcni	ehc
ereneg	id	isilana'nu	onougesrep	elaiceps	oremun	otseuq	ni	itnemucod	ied	etrap	roiggam	aL	.ereneg	id	emron	e	gnikam-noisiced	,icifeneb	e	esrosir	us	ollortnoc	e	ossecca	,oroval	led	enoisivid	:ereneg	id	inoizaler	elled	inoisnemid	orttauq	us	otasab	ordauq	nu	onocsinrof	irotua	ilg	,enif	lat	A	​​â.ereneg	id	itatlusir	etnematnuignoc	onocudorp	ehc	irottaf	¹Ãip
art	Suitable	for	"agility	and	women's	care".	In	the	process,	it	neglects	the	female	differential	agency	â	€	"and	men	â	€"	for	as	Cecile	Cecile	itis	ni	onartne	e	onavibiorp	ehc	ennod	el	otatsetnoc	ah	,"inneced	id	inneced"	rep	otitsise	¨Ã	elacol	opac	li	ehc	otted	atats	¨Ã	areinim	id	otis	nu	ni	erartne	id	ennod	ella	ecsibiorp	ehc	aloger	anu	ertnem	ehc	onaton
,oipmese	da	,enamehC	e	drofrehtuR	.etarongi	aruttiridda	o	etatsetnoc	,ilibaizogen	onos	etlov	ertla	am	,azrof	noc	etacilppa	e	esserpse	eresse	onossop	inoiznuigni	etseuQ	.ehcimonoce	de	ilaicos	eznailgaugusid	el	onazroffar	ilour	e	irarenim	izaps	itanimreted	ni	ennod	el	ortnoc	inoiznuigni	el	emoc	onalevir	itnemucod	itseuq	,itis	itseuq	id	oiduts	otterts	orol
leN	.	Ãtilacol	enucla	ad	ennod	el	ottut	led	onodulcse	,)enamehC	e	drofrehtuR(	ocibmazoM	len	,acinaM	a	emoc	,opmettarf	len	,acrecir	id	itis	irtlA	.itatsivretni	areinim	id	itis	i	art	ehcificeps	eznereffid	©Ãhcnon	,areinim	id	itis	isrevid	i	rep	oroval	led	atarud	allen	e	opit	len	ereneg	id	eznereffid	ellus	inoizamrofni	ehccir	onocsinrof	irotua	itseuq	,enim	id	itis
ettes	id	itatsivretni	878	id	otnemavelir	lad	ettart	inoiziutni	noC	.ehcimonoce	ehcitarp	id	ammag	atsav	anu	ni	onangepmi	is	ennod	el	ertnem	ovacs	id	iroval	ien	itnanimod	onos	inimou	ilg	ehc	etnemaraihc	artsom	,niknaR	e	obmobiK	,trawetS	ad	otazzilana	,adnauR	e	CRD	,adnagU	ni	irotanim	inimou	e	ennod	id	enigadni'L	.)ognobognobeK	e	akayemO(	irutI
id	oro'd	itis	i	o	)ssuB	e	drofrehtuR	,miharbI(	enoeL	arreiS	ni	ililoknoT	itis	I	,).la	te	ssuB(	ayneK	ni	adnataM	otis	led	osac	len	emoc	,elarenim	li	rep	ovacs	al	emoc	irarenim	ilour	itanimreted	id	ennoD	.)elovetum	idniuq	e(	atiurtsoc	aznesse	aus	allus	eneit	is	ertnem	oirarenim	otis	led	ereneg	id	enoizazzinagro'l	eralevir	len	elaiznesse	¨Ã	atnorp	ehcna	¨Ã
ertnem	attodorp	etnemavitta	¨Ã	oroval	led	enoisivid	al	iuc	ni	.idom	ni	isrevid	idom	ni	isrevid	idom	ni	isrevid	idom	ni	isrevid	idom	ni	idom	isrevid	idom	ni	idom	isrevid	ied	enoizarolpsE	."	Ãteicos	allad"	etagid	"e	irotta	ad"	ettaf	"emoc	etsiv	eresse	onoved	ruobaL	fo	rednE	id	inoisivid	eL	]G["	:otunetsos	ah	)79	,9991(	eravacs	eravacs	rep	irebla	ieim	ien
eradna	onavetop	non	ennod	el	ehc	otted	onnah	irotanim	inimou	e	ennod	etlom	ertnem	ehc	iton	iS	.la	te	ssuB	,odom	ossets	ollA	.eznaniciv	ellen	They	were	not	strong	enough	or	they	would	have	pushed	away	gold),	in	fact	women	dig	in	the	trees	and	there	was	also	a	team	of	digging	women.	These	apparent	contradictions	or	inconsistencies	should	not	be
read	as	meaning	that	gender	norms	are	not	powerful	or	rooted.	The	documents	of	Omeyaka	and	Kebongobongo	and	Nsanzimana,	Nkundibiza,	and	Mwambarangwe,	for	example,	explore	the	functioning	of	gender	standards	that	limit	women's	ASM	livelihood	options	in	RDC	and	Rwanda,	respectively,	with	implications	for	the	type	of	roles	women	can
access,	experience	they	acquire,	and	the	consequent	limits	in	their	ability	to	improve	their	minerality.	But	these	examples	also	show	the	built	nature	of	the	rules	governing	the	divisions	of	labor	and	the	need	for	them	to	be	constantly	made	and	re-made	in	everyday	meetings.	Just	like	the	gender	division	of	the	job	can	vary	from	site	to	site	and	within
the	same	site	over	time,	norms	and	gender	structures	also	have	different	effects.	As	Joan	Scott	noted,	“What	‘gender’	(the	article)	actually	does	is	posit	‘women’	and	‘men’	as	conceptual	categories.	Refused	the	idea	that	these	two	words	describe	in	a	transparent	way	durable	objects	(or	bodies)	and	instead	asks	how	those	bodies	think"	(Scott	1986,
1426).	Recognizing	that	meanings,	readings	and	gender	acts	may	vary	opens	the	possibility	of	change	and	agency.	Like	many	articles	in	this	special	issue	note,	the	gender	meanings	attributed	to	particular	roles	in	ASM	are	variables	within	countries,	sometimes	within	the	same	mining	site	(e.g.	Rutherford	and	Chemane;	Ibrahim,	Rutherford	and	Bus;
and	Hinton	and	Danielsen).	These	gender	standards	are	also	navigated	and	challenged	by	women	and	men	(see	e.g.	Bus	et	al.	2017).	Gender	standards	often	structure	inequalitieswhich	women,	by	and	large,	are	negatively	influenced.	But	gender	rules	also	create	possibilities.	Rutherford	and	Chemano,	for	for	note	note	that	while	gender	norms
exclude	women	from	mining	roles	in	some	sites,	perceptions	that	women	are	more	trustworthy	than	men	meant	that	women	were	preferred	as	gold	buyers	and	as	food	vendors.	But	as	Danielsen	and	Hinton	note,	these	gendered	assumptions	tend	not	to	have	the	same	organizational	force	as,	for	example,	beliefs	that	women	are	¢Ã​Â​Ânot
courageous¢Ã​Â​Â	or	¢Ã​Â​Ânot	strong	enough.¢Ã​Â​Â	Further,	the	research	by	Omeyaka	and	Kebongobongo,	together	with	that	of	Buss	et	al.	and	Danielsen	and	Hinton,	highlights	the	importance	of	socioeconomic	differentiation	among	women.	Women	family	members	of	customary	chiefs	or	mine	owners	in	DRC,	for	example,	are	not	limited	by	the	same
gender	norms	as	other	women.	In	western	Kenya,	Buss	et	al.	explore	how	gender	norms	are	also	mediated	by	age,	with	older	women	facing	increased	challenges	in	gaining	access	to	ore	precisely	because	they	are	older.	Similar	to	what	Hilson	et	al.	(2018,	335¢Ã​Â​Â336)	point	out	when	noting	that	elite	women	in	the	gemstone	mining	sector	in	Zambia
became	the	unofficial	representatives	of	all	artisanal	women	miners	when	interacting	with	development	and	government	interlocutors,	some	of	the	papers	in	this	special	issue	point	to	the	importance	of	looking	at	not	only	differentiation	among	women	miners	but	also	who	ends	up	speaking	in	their	name	(Sebina-Zziwa	and	Kibombo).Tracking
differences	between	women	and	in	the	operation	of	gender	is	empirically	important,	revealing	ASM	sites	as	more	complex	and	socially	stratified	than	is	generally	recognized	(Fisher	2009).	But	the	recognition	of	variation	in	the	operation	and	effect	of	gender	norms	and	meanings	is	also	important	for	revealing	forms	of	agency	and	subjectivity	that
operate	and	can	become	visible	when	gendered	effects	and	performances	are	not	reduced	to	an	effect	of	power	(Cooper	2004,	47).	This	is	perhaps	best	explored	in	the	paper	by	Gemma	van	der	Haar	and	Marie	Rose	Bashwira	in	which	the	authors	explore	circumstances	and	motivations	that	regulate	the	migration	of	women	to	the	mining	areas	of
South	Kivu	and	Tanganica,	DRC.	In	an	analysis	that	goes	beyond	the	usual	tracks	lined	up	when	the	actions	of	women	are	characterized	in	the	areas	affected	by	the	conflict	(necessary/choice)	and	migration	(push/pull),	the	authors	argue	that	women's	decisions	to	move	to	the	sites	of	mining	can	be	seen	in	terms	of	"social	navigation".	The	authors	show
that	women's	migration	decisions	derive	from	a	mix	of	factors	including	risk	calculation,	strategic	adaptation	and	bound	options.	Ã	¢	â‚¬	å	"are	not	a	homogeneous	group,	ã	¢	â‚¬	Bashwira	and	Van	der	Haar	conclude,	and	differ	in	circumstances	and	decisions	lined	up	to	navigate	in	their	mining	sustenance.	And	the	subjectiveness	of	how	much	the
experience	for	many	women	and	men	who	work	and	live	in	ASM	economies	could	actually	be.	The	documents	of	this	special	number,	in	their	careful	attention	to	the	structures	and	relationships	that	women	navigate	in	their	means	of	subsistence	ASM,	reveal	overlapping	inequalities	and	gender	authorities	relationships	in	play	on	ASM	sites	and	their
particular	effects	on	women.	Abby	Sebina-Ziwa	and	Richard	Kibombo,	for	example,	follow	the	importance	of	property	and	the	rights	of	the	territory	in	the	organization	of	an	ASM	gold	site	in	Uganda.	Their	analysis	indicates	gaps	and	disputes	in	overlapping	governance	and	legal	regimes,	in	a	context	in	which	women	are	not	well	represented	as
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