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The	Game	of	Life	is	just	like	the	real	thing!	It’s	full	of	twists	and	turns,	ups	and	downs,	and	when	you	get	right	down	to	it,	a	lot	of	fun.	But	this	popular	family	board	game	can	be	a	little	confusing.	In	this	piece,	we’ll	be	looking	at	everything	you	need	to	know	about	The	Game	of	Life	rules.		One	of	the	reasons	many	people	get	confused	with	The	Game	of
Life	rules	is	that	it	has	many	different	versions.	These	aren’t	like	themed	Monopoly	sets,	whose	differences	are	mostly	cosmetic.		Some	of	the	different	versions	of	The	Game	of	Life	have	new	rules,	pieces,	and	gameplay	elements.	So,	let’s	look	at	everything	you	need	to	know	about	The	Game	of	Life	rules.		What	is	The	Game	of	Life?	The	Game	of	Life	is
much	older	than	many	people	realize.	The	game	dates	back	to	the	1860s.	The	game	was	created	by	Milton	Bradley	and	went	by	the	name	The	Checkered	Game	of	Life.	The	game	had	a	moral	message	and	was	designed	to	showcase	the	importance	of	leading	a	good	and	virtuous	life.	However,	most	people	are	familiar	with	the	new	1960s	version	of	The
Game	of	Life.	This	version	added	many	of	the	gameplay	elements	most	people	know	today.	It	was	created	by	the	well-known	game	designer	Reuben	Klamer.	New	versions	were	released	in	the	70s,	80s,	90s,	and	into	the	new	millennium.	These	versions	added	and	changed	a	few	elements.	The	most	recent	version	was	released	in	2017,	and	it	added	pets
into	the	game.	The	Game	of	Life,	like	many	board	games,	is	now	owned	by	Hasbro.	So,	that’s	enough	of	the	history	lesson;	let’s	see	how	you	play	the	game.	What	You’ll	Need?	If	you	want	to	give	The	Game	of	Life	a	try,	then	you’ll	need	a	game	board.	There	are	plenty	of	different	versions	available	(including	themed	sets),	but	finding	the	modern
version	of	The	Game	of	Life	should	be	quite	easy.	The	game	below	is	an	example	of	what	to	look	out	for.	Once	you	get	the	game,	you	might	be	surprised	by	all	the	equipment	in	the	box.	The	board	itself	might	also	look	pretty	confusing.	To	help	you	understand	The	Game	of	Life	rules,	below,	we’ve	outlined	how	everything	works.	The	Game	Board	
Finally,	let’s	talk	about	the	game	board.	The	Game	of	Life	board	can	be	quite	elaborate;	some	versions	have	buildings	and	other	components	you	need	to	affix	to	it.	But	understanding	what	each	of	the	squares	does	is	what	makes	the	game	confusing.		It	might	not	be	Shogi-level	complicated,	but	there	is	still	a	learning	curve	to	it.	So,	let’s	take	a	look	at
what	each	colored	square	means.		Gold	Spaces	Most	spaces	on	The	Game	of	Life	board	are	gold.	Many	of	these	spaces	will	have	some	directive	you’ll	need	to	follow.	These	can	include	things	like	changing	your	career,	having	a	baby,	paying	debts,	being	awarded	a	tax	rebate,	or	collecting	Life	Tokens.		Green	Spaces		These	are	your	payday	squares.
When	you	pass	over	them,	you	collect	your	salary,	as	noted	on	your	career	card.	If	you	land	on	them	directly,	you	receive	a	bonus.	Some	payday	squares	add	rises	to	your	regular	payments	as	well.		Orange	Spaces		Also	known	as	Stop	Spaces.	Once	you	pass	on	to	these	squares,	stop	(even	if	you	have	moved	left)	and	follow	the	directions	of	the	space.
Each	space	is	different,	and	you	don’t	always	have	to	follow	them.	Some	examples	include	getting	married,	changing	your	career,	or	buying	a	new	home.		The	Spinner		Movement	in	The	Game	of	Life	isn’t	done	with	dice!	Instead,	you	use	a	spinner.	This	allows	you	to	move	from	1	–	10	spaces	per	turn.	The	spinner	can	be	fixed	to	the	board	or	moved
around	to	make	play	easier.		Character	Tokens		The	pieces	in	The	Game	of	Life	can	vary	from	set	to	set.	However,	in	the	most	modern	version	of	the	game,	each	player	will	have	a	car	token.	These	have	6	holes	in	the	back	of	them,	which	fit	pegs.		Pegs	When	you	start	playing	The	Game	of	Life,	you’ll	have	one	peg	in	your	car.	This	peg	is	you;
throughout	the	game,	you	might	collect	other	pegs.	These	pegs	represent	people,	babies,	and	pets.	These	pegs	can	add	extra	income	to	your	retirement	at	the	end	of	the	game.		Cards		There	are	numerous	different	card	decks	in	The	Game	of	Life.	Each	deck	of	cards	does	something	different.	House	cards	are	used	when	you	want	to	buy	a	house.	Once
you	own	the	house,	you	can	later	sell	it.		Career	and	College	Career	cards	are	chosen	at	the	start	of	the	game.	Choosing	a	career	card	allows	you	to	make	more	money	early	on.	Choosing	a	college	career	card	means	you’ll	make	more	money	in	the	long	term.	But	you	can’t	start	earning	money	right	away.		Pet	cards	allow	you	to	add	a	pet	to	your	car.
They	can	also	reward	you	money	or	cost	you	money	as	well.	You	can	purchase	long	term	investment	cards	at	the	start	of	your	turn.	These	cards	reward	you	money	every	time	you	or	another	player	spins	a	certain	number.	You	can	only	choose	one	of	these	cards	though.			Money		There	is	plenty	of	money	involved	in	The	Game	of	Life.	And	like
in	Monopoly,	one	player	acts	as	the	banker	under	official	Game	of	Life	rules.		Life	Tokens		During	the	course	of	the	game,	you’ll	likely	pick	up	a	few	Life	Tokens.	These	will	award	you	extra	money	once	you	reach	the	end	of	the	game.		The	Game	of	Life	Rules	and	Gameplay		The	Aim	of	The	Game	The	aim	of	the	game	following	traditional	Game	of	Life
rules	is	to	retire!	To	do	this,	you	need	to	journey	across	the	board	till	you	reach	the	retirement	space.	But	to	win,	you	need	to	be	the	player	who	retires	with	the	most	money.		Once	every	player	reaches	the	retirement	space,	you	should	pay	back	your	debts	and	sell	any	properties.	They’ll	then	be	some	last-minute	money	awarded	based	on	certain
requirements	throughout	the	game.			Once	all	this	is	done,	the	player	with	the	most	money	wins!	The	fun	thing	about	The	Game	of	Life	is,	every	player	will	make	it	to	the	end.	There	are	also	many	strategies	involved	with	how	you	can	play	and	great	risk	vs.	reward	gameplay.			Setting	Up	The	Game	of	Life	can	be	played	with	up	to	4	players.	To	start
with,	each	player	should	spin	the	spinner.	The	player	who	scores	the	highest	number	goes	first;	play	then	continues	in	a	clockwise	motion.		Then	decide	whether	you	want	to	start	a	college	career	or	a	stable	career.	Both	have	their	risks	and	rewards.	If	you	start	a	college	career,	you’ll	have	to	wait	till	you	reach	the	job	market	square	before	you	can
choose	a	career.		At	certain	points	in	the	game,	you	may	be	able	to	change	your	career	as	well.	Spin	the	spinner	again	to	take	your	turn.	Follow	the	arrows	on	the	board	to	move	around.	The	board	will	split	into	numerous	different	paths.	So,	most	players	will	take	different	journeys	across	the	board.		Playing	The	Game		There	is	no	one	way	to	describe
all	the	things	that	could	happen	when	playing	The	Game	of	Life!	It’s	very	much	like	life	itself	in	that	regard.	Each	player	should	journey	across	the	board	and	follow	the	directions	of	the	squares	they	land	on.		You	could	end	up	raising	a	family,	becoming	a	property	tycoon,	or	lose	all	your	money	to	debt!	If	you	want	to	improve	your	chances	of	winning,
think	carefully	before	making	any	decision.	Sometimes	you’ll	have	the	option	to	do	nothing,	which	can	sometimes	be	the	best	direction	to	take.		Retiring		Once	you	retire,	you’ll	have	to	choose	whether	you	want	to	go	to	the	Millionaire	Estate/	Manors	or	Countryside	Acres.	Going	to	the	Millionaire	Estate	will	reward	you	with	an	extra	Life	Tile.	But	it
also	means	other	players	could	take	your	Life	Tiles	if	the	pile	is	empty.		Retiring	to	the	Millionaire	Estate	can	therefore	be	quite	risky,	especially	if	you	retire	very	early.	Going	to	Countryside	Acres	doesn’t	grant	any	bonus,	but	it	does	keep	your	Life	Tiles	safe.	Once	every	player	has	retired,	there	are	a	few	last-minute	things	to	do.		The	first	is	to	award
each	player	a	retirement	bonus.	This	is	400,000	for	the	first	player	and	100,000	less	for	each	proceeding	player.	Players	should	then	pay	back	all	their	loans/	debts	and	sell	any	property.		Extra	rewards	are	given	depending	on	the	number	of	people	in	your	car	as	well.	You	get	100K	for	every	pet	you	have	and	50K	for	every	baby.	Once	everything	is
added	up,	each	player	should	declare	their	total.	The	player	with	the	most	money	wins!		The	Game	of	Life	–	No	Two	Games	Are	Ever	The	Same!		So,	that’s	everything	you	need	to	know	about	The	Game	of	Life	rules!	This	is	a	fun	and	creative	game,	with	plenty	of	room	for	strategic	play.	It’s	a	great	family	game,	and	while	it	can	seem	a	little
intimidating,	after	a	game	or	two,	you’ll	know	everything	you	need	to	know.				Overview	The	Game	of	Life,	also	known	simply	as	Life,	is	a	board	game	originally	created	in	1860	by	Milton	Bradley,	as	The	Checkered	Game	of	Life.	The	Game	of	Life	was	America's	first	popular	parlor	game.	The	game	simulates	a	person's	travels	through	his	or	her	life,
from	college	to	retirement,	with	jobs,	marriage,	and	possible	children	along	the	way.	Two	to	six	players	can	participate	in	one	game.	Variations	of	the	game	accommodate	eight	to	ten	players.	The	modern	version	was	originally	published	100	years	later,	in	1960.	It	was	created	and	co-designed	by	toy	and	game	designer	Reuben	Klamer	and	was
"heartily	endorsed"	by	Art	Linkletter.	It	is	now	part	of	the	permanent	collection	of	the	Smithsonian's	National	Museum	of	American	History	and	an	inductee	into	the	National	Toy	Hall	of	Fame.	It	later	spawned	a	book,	The	Game	of	Life:	How	to	Succeed	in	Real	Life	No	Matter	Where	You	Land(Running	Press),	by	Lou	Harry.	History	The	game	was
originally	created	in	1860	by	Milton	Bradley	as	The	Checkered	Game	of	Life.	This	was	the	first	game	created	by	Bradley,	a	successful	lithographer,	whose	major	product	until	that	time	was	a	portrait	of	Abraham	Lincoln	with	a	clean-shaven	face,	which	did	not	do	well	once	the	subject	grew	his	famous	beard.	The	game	sold	45,000	copies	by	the	end	of
its	first	year.	Like	many	games	from	the	19th	century,	such	as	The	Mansion	of	Happiness	byS.	B.	Ives	in	1843,	it	had	a	strong	moral	message.	Bradley's	game	did	not	include	dice,	instead	using	a	te	totum,	a	six-sided	top.	(Dice	were	considered	too	similar	to	gambling.)	The	game	board	was	essentially	a	modified	checkerboard.	The	object	was	to	land
on	the	good	spaces	and	collect	100	points.	A	player	could	gain	50	points	by	reaching	"Happy	Old	Age"	in	the	upper-right	corner,	opposite	"Infancy"	where	one	began.	In	1960,	the	100th	anniversary	of	The	Checkered	Game	of	Life,	the	first	modern	version	of	The	Game	of	Life,	a	collaboration	between	Reuben	Klamer	and	Bill	Markham,	was	introduced.
The	game	was	re-published	many	times	over	the	years,	including	1961,	1966,	1978,	1985,	1992,	2000,	and	2005.	Modern	game	The	modern	game	consists	of	a	track	on	which	players	travel	by	spinning	a	small	wheel	(in	the	center	of	the	board)	with	spaces	numbered	1	through	10.	The	board	also	contains	small	mountains,	buildings,	and	other	three-
dimensional	objects.	Playing	pieces	are	small,	colored,	plastic	automobiles	which	come	in	red,	blue,	white,	yellow,	orange,	and	green;	each	car	has	six	holes	in	the	top	in	which	blue	and/or	pink	"people	pegs"	are	placed	throughout	the	game	as	the	player	"gets	married"	and	has	or	adopts	"children".	Some	"early	modern"	editions	have	eight	cars.	Each
game	also	includes	a	setup	for	a	bank	which	includes	play	money	in	denominations	of	$5,000,	$10,000,	$20,000,	$50,000,	and	$100,000	bills;	automobile,	life,	fire,	and/or	homeowners'	insurance	policies	(depending	on	the	version);	$20,000	promissory	notes	and	stock	certificates.	Other	tangibles	vary	between	versions	of	the	game.	$500	bills	were
dropped	in	the	1980s	as	were	$1,000	bills	in	1992.	How	to	Play	Before	you	start	the	game,	make	sure	that	each	piece	is	attached	to	the	board	in	the	correct	spot.	Next,	mix	up	the	Life	tiles	and	take	four	(don't	look	at	them)	and	place	them	near	Millionaire	Estates.	The	rest	of	the	tiles	are	for	the	draw	pile.	Separate	the	other	cards	into	four	piles:	a
Salary	pile,	House	Deeds	pile,	Career	pile	and	Stocks	pile.	They	go	face	down	at	any	edge	of	the	board.	The	same	thing	occurs	with	the	Homeowner's	Insurance	Policies,	Bank	Loans	and	Automobile	Insurance	Policies.	Banker	Choose	one	player	as	the	banker.	The	banker	organizes	the	money,	then	gives	each	person	$10,000.	Now,	each	player	chooses
a	car	and	a	peg	to	place	in	the	driver's	seat.	Who	Goes	First?	Decide	who	goes	first	by	spinning	the	wheel.	The	player	with	the	highest	number	goes	first.	If	there	is	a	tie,	the	players	with	the	highest	number	spin	again.	Taking	Your	First	Turn	On	your	very	first	turn,	you	must	decide	whether	you	want	to	begin	a	career	or	go	to	college.	Career	If	you
want	to	begin	a	career,	put	your	car	on	the	Career	space	and	have	another	player	hold	the	Career	deck	and	spread	them	out	so	you	can	pick	one.	Some	cards	say	Degree	Required;	if	you	pick	one	of	these	then	you	must	pick	again.	After	you	get	your	career,	have	the	player	spread	out	the	Salary	Cards	and	pick	one	of	those.	You	now	have	a	career	and
a	salary	and	should	spin	the	wheel	as	you	would	on	any	other	turn.	College	If	you	wish	to	go	to	college,	place	your	car	on	the	College	space,	then	have	the	bank	loan	you	$40,000	for	college	tuition.	Spin	and	move	your	piece	as	you	would	on	any	other	turn.	After	a	few	turns,	you	eventually	land	on	the	Job	Search	space.	Stop	here,	whether	you	have
moves	left	or	not.	Have	a	player	spread	out	the	Career	Deck.	Pick	three	random	cards,	look	at	them,	and	choose	one	of	those	cards	as	your	Career.	Now	do	the	same	thing	with	the	Salary	Card:	pick	three	to	choose	from	and	select	one	to	keep.	Regular	Game	Play	On	each	consecutive	turn,	you	spin	the	wheel.	Move	ahead	the	indicated	number	of
spaces.	If	that	space	is	already	taken	by	another	player,	move	to	the	space	just	ahead	of	that	player.	Read	the	space	and	follow	the	instructions.	When	you	have	completed	any	tasks	or	directions,	then	your	turn	ends.	Stocks,	Insurance	and	Loans	At	the	beginning	of	each	regular	turn	you	may	also	choose	to	buy	stocks	or	insurance	and	take	out	loans
from	the	bank.	Once	you	have	spun	the	wheel	to	take	your	turn,	you	no	longer	have	the	option	to	purchase	these	items.	Tile	Colors	As	you	play	the	game	you	will	also	encounter	different	colors	of	tiles.	Each	tile	color	has	a	different	meaning.	Green	tiles	are	your	Pay	Days.	When	you	pass	or	land	on	one	of	these	(similar	to	Monopoly),	simply	receive
your	salary.	Blue	tiles	mean	you	can	follow	the	instructions	on	the	space	if	you	want	to.	Orange	tiles	mean	you	have	no	choice	but	to	follow	the	directions	on	the	space.	Red	spaces	mean	you	have	to	stop	on	the	space,	even	if	you	have	moves	left.	Follow	the	instructions	on	the	space	and	spin	again.	Each	red	space	has	unique	instructions	because	it
deals	with	Job	Searching,	Getting	Married	and	Buying	a	House.	Other	Spaces	Throughout	the	game	board	are	other	game	spaces	that	require	you	to	take	specific	actions.	Landing	on	a	life	tile	space	means	you	take	one	LIFE	tile	from	the	pile,	unless	there	are	none	left,	which	means	you	take	one	from	another	player.	Career	spaces	match	the	career
cards,	so	if	another	player	lands	on	this	space	and	someone	has	this	card,	the	first	player	pays	the	second	player.	If	you	own	the	career	card,	then	you	pay	nothing.	If	no	one	has	this	card,	then	the	player	who	lands	on	it	pays	the	bank.	The	Buy	a	House	space	requires	you	to	stop	and	purchase	a	home.	Draw	a	card	from	the	House	Deeds	pile	and	pay
for	the	house	you've	chosen.	You	must	pay	the	full	amount,	even	if	that	requires	you	to	take	a	loan	from	the	bank.	Other	spaces	require	you	to	get	married	or	add	children	to	your	family.	When	you	land	on	these,	add	pegs	to	your	vehicle	according	to	the	instructions.	You	also	get	to	take	a	LIFE	tile	on	these	spaces.	Retirement	and	Winning	the	Game
When	you	have	reached	the	end	of	the	game,	you	must	choose	whether	to	retire	at	Millionaire	Estates	or	Countryside	Acres.	If	you	retire	at	Millionaire	Estates,	you	have	the	chance	to	receive	four	additional	LIFE	tiles	if	you	are	the	richest	person	to	retire	there.	At	the	end	of	the	game,	all	players	repay	their	loans	and	add	up	their	LIFE	tiles	and
money.	The	player	with	the	most	money	wins	the	game.	Playing	by	the	Rules	Sometimes	life	doesn't	work	out	the	way	you	want	it	to	and	that's	also	true	in	the	Game	of	Life.	Even	if	you	do	not	get	the	salary	you	want	or	end	up	with	a	car	full	of	kids,	you	must	continue	to	play	by	the	rules.	If	you	try	to	cheat	your	way	to	success	in	the	game,	just	as	in
real	life,	you	will	find	that	you	will	probably	fall	before	you	reach	the	top.	Let's	Quickly	Play	The	Game	of	Life	(2012)	Revisions	and	Expansions	1960s	version	The	Game	of	Life,	copyrighted	by	the	Milton	Bradley	Company	in	1963,	had	some	differences	from	later	versions.	For	example,	once	a	player	reached	the	Day	of	Reckoning,	they	had	to	choose
between	moving	on	to	Millionaire	Acres	(if	they	had	a	lot	of	money),	or	trying	to	become	a	Millionaire	Tycoon	(if	they	had	little	or	no	money)	with	the	risk	of	being	sent	to	the	"Poor	Farm".	This	version	had	Art	Linkletter	as	the	spokesman,	included	his	likeness	on	the	$100,000	bills	(with	his	name	displayed	on	the	bills	as	"Arthur	Linkletter	Esq.")	and	a
rousing	endorsement	from	Linkletter	on	the	cover	of	the	box.	It	was	advertised	as	a	"Milton	Bradley	100th	Anniversary	Game"	and	as	"A	Full	3-D	Action	Game."	Winning	Moves	currently	markets	a	classic	1960's	edition.	1970s/1980s	versions	About	halfway	through	the	production	of	this	version,	many	dollar	values	doubled.	This	description	focuses	on
the	later	version	with	the	larger	dollar	amounts.	The	late	1980s	version	also	replaced	the	convertibles	from	earlier	versions	with	minivans.	Early	1960s-era	convertibles	were	still	used	in	the	1978	edition.	The	"Revenge"	squares	were	renamed	"Sue	for	damages"	in	the	1978	edition.	1991	version	The	Game	of	Life	was	updated	in	1991	to	reward	players
for	good	behavior,	such	as	recycling	trash	and	helping	the	homeless.	2005	version	An	updated	version	of	the	game	was	released	in	2005	with	a	few	gameplay	changes.	The	new	Game	of	Life	reduced	the	element	of	chance,	although	it	is	still	primarily	based	on	chance	and	still	rewards	players	for	taking	risks.	Other	versions	Super	Jinsei	Game	series
Super	Jinsei	Game	Super	Famicom	video	game	(1994)	Super	Jinsei	Game	2	Super	Famicom	video	game	(1995)	Super	Jinsei	Game	3	Super	Famicom	video	game	(1996)	The	Game	of	Life	in	Monstropolis	(Monsters,	Inc.)	(2001)	Sailor	Moon	Edition	(Japan	Only)	The	Game	of	Life	Card	Game	(2002)	Fame	Edition	(or	Game	of	Life	Junior/travel	version)
(2002)	Star	Wars:	A	Jedi's	Path	(2002)	Pirates	of	the	Caribbean	(2004)	The	Simpsons	Edition	(2004)	Bikini	Bottom	SpongeBob	SquarePants	Edition	(2004)	Pirates	of	the	Caribbean:	Dead	Man's	Chest	(2006)	The	Game	of	Life/Yahtzee/Payday	Game	Boy	Advance	game	Twists	and	Turns	Edition	(2007)	The	Game	of	Life	Express	(2007)	Monsters,
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