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noob-guide,	wow-noobs	New	around	here?	Meta	gems	have	their	own	requirements	before	they	will	activate.	Once	you	are	satisfied	with	your	selections,	click	the	"Socket	Gems"	button	at	the	bottom	of	the	window.	You've	ridden	through	the	Dark	Portal	the	old-fashioned	way,	swaggering	into	The	Burning	Crusade	content	in	style.	Figure	2:	Placing	a
red,	blue,	and	yellow	gem	into	the	sockets	will	give	the	item	the	inherent	bonuses	of	those	three	gems,	but	not	the	socket	bonus	(which	remains	grey).	The	number	of	sockets	and	the	types	of	gems	used	within	the	item	allow	for	a	wide	variety	of	customizations	based	upon	how	you	wish	to	improve	your	character.	Purchasing	dual	specialization	does
not	grant	you	additional	or	secondary	gem	slots.	Blacksmiths	can	add	a	socket	to	their	own	one-handed	weapons,	bracers	or	gloves.	If	a	gem	requires	a	specific	number	of	other	gems,	it	counts	this	based	on	all	other	gems	currently	socketed	in	equipped	items	on	the	character.	Nonetheless,	your	groupmates	applauded	your	luck	and	seemed	genuinely
pleased	for	you.	Do	I	have	to	fill	all	the	sockets	in	an	item	at	once	No.	You	can	fill	one	socket	at	a	time	until	you	find	the	right	gems	for	other	slots,	or	fill	them	all	at	once.	Can	I	use	meta	gems	in	a	normal	socket	No.	Meta	gems	can	only	be	used	in	a	meta	socket.	Prismatic	gems	and	sockets	accept	(or	"match")	gems	or	sockets	of	any	color.	Whether	you
just	want	to	get	down	the	road	with	a	decent	set	of	gear	or	you	enjoy	endlessly	tweaking	your	armor's	performance,	we'll	help	you	fill	your	first	sockets	and	make	your	character	stronger	than	ever.	Cenarion	Thicket	Circlet	Head	Cloth	94	Armor	+16	Intellect	+5	Spell	Damage	+4	Intellect	+4	Critical	Strike	Rating	Socket	Bonus:	+6	Stamina	Equip:
Improves	spell	critical	strike	rating	by	16.	Introduced	with	The	Burning	Crusade,	socketed	items	open	new	ways	to	customize	your	equipment	to	your	liking.	Bottom:	A	meta	gem's	characteristics	and	requirements.	Try	things	out	before	getting	rid	of	older	pieces.	In	addition,	there	are	"secondary	colored"	gems	-	orange,	purple,	and	green	-	that	match
two	colors.	Read	up,	and	you'll	catch	the	general	drift.	We'll	walk	you	through	all	sort	of	new-player	concerns,	including	game	lingo	for	the	beginner,	joining	your	first	guild	as	a	mid-level	player	and	on	to	what	to	do	when	you	finally	hit	level	80.All	products	recommended	by	Engadget	are	selected	by	our	editorial	team,	independent	of	our	parent
company.	Can	I	put	a	different	gem	into	a	socket	that	already	has	a	gem	in	it	Yes.	Just	the	basics	–	that's	what	WoW	Rookie	is	here	for.	Cenarion	Thicket	Circlet	Head	Cloth	94	Armor	+16	IntellectSocket	Bonus:	+6	Stamina	Equip:	Improves	spell	critical	strike	rating	by	16.	What	can	you	put	into	a	socketed	item	There	are	three	primary	colors	of	gems
that	can	be	placed	into	a	socketed	item:	red,	blue,	and	yellow.	The	socket	bonus	stacks	on	top	of	the	stat	bonuses	the	three	gems	would	normally	provide.	High	Warlord's	Dreadweave	Hood	Head	Cloth	127	Armor	+49	Stamina	+14	Intellect	Socket	Bonus:	+2	Resilience	Rating	Required	Level	70	Equip:	Improves	your	resilience	rating	by	14.	What	are
meta	sockets	and	meta	gems	Meta	sockets	and	gems	are	rare	and	provide	powerful	bonuses.	How	do	I	get	my	gems	cut,	and	how	do	I	know	what	type	of	cut	I	need?	A	couple	of	updates	to	that	guide:	A	fourth	type	of	gem	(and	gem	slot)	has	been	added.	The	only	downside	to	not	matching	the	colors	with	the	sockets	and	the	gems	is	not	receiving	the
item's	socket	bonus.	The	sockets	will	sparkle	if	the	matching	gem	color	is	put	inside	it.	You'd	done	your	reading;	you	knew	these	mobs	were	going	to	hit	a	lot	harder,	and	you	came	prepared.	Learn	more	in	their	Socketed	Items	Guide,	which	answers	some	common	questions	and	includes	tips	on	how	to	get	the	most	out	of	your	socketed	items.	And
what's	the	latest	scuttle	on	gems	and	Jewelcrafting?	Note:	If	a	gem	matches	the	socket	it	is	being	placed	into,	the	socket	will	begin	to	sparkle.	Figure	1:	This	item	requires	a	red	gem	and	two	yellow	gems	to	gain	a	socket	bonus.	Jewelcrafting	nerf	incoming	Epic	gems	and	profession	changes	in	Patch	3.2	Oh,	and	before	we	go	--	if	you	were	wondering
about	the	raid-focused	followup	to	last	week's	Instance	ID	article,	it's	been	delayed	a	bit.	It's	becoming,	shall	we	say,	somethin'	...	Be	aware	that	socketing	is	permanent	-	the	gems	are	permanently	affixed	to	your	socketed	item	and	there	is	no	way	to	undo	your	decision.	Secondary	colored	gems	will	count	towards	both	colors	they	are	eligible	for.	If
these	particular	requirements	are	not	met,	the	gem	will	not	work	and	remain	greyed	out.	Cenarion	Thicket	Circlet	Head	Cloth	94	Armor	+16	Intellect	+5	Spell	Damage	+5	Stamina	+4	Critical	Strike	Rating	Socket	Bonus:	+6	Stamina	Equip:	Improves	spell	critical	strike	rating	by	16.	These	dormant	bonuses	appear	in	grey	text	below	the	sockets.	If	you
buy	something	through	one	of	these	links,	we	may	earn	an	affiliate	commission.Popular	on	Engadget	Where	do	I	get	gems?	How	do	I	gain	a	socket	bonus	As	stated	above,	socketed	items	have	dormant	bonuses	which	appear	in	grey	text	below	the	sockets.	This	bonus	will	become	active	when	certain	criteria	are	met	-	usually	when	all	an	item's	sockets
are	filled	with	gems	that	match	the	colors	of	the	sockets.	There	is	also	a	special	type	of	gem	called	a	meta	gem,	which	fits	specifically	into	a	meta	gem	socket.	Meta	gems	can	have	their	own	special	requirements	unique	to	each	meta	gem.	You	ran	a	few	last	dungeons	before	you	shipped	out,	and	you're	respectably	outfitted	in	BRD	and	URBS	blues,
along	with	a	heady	mix	of	new	gear	that	appears	to	be	dropping	like	candy.And	then	you	looted	a	piece	of	armor	with	crazy-hot	good	looks	but	an	odd,	blank	box	among	its	stats	–	and	the	stats,	strangely	enough,	appear	to	leave	something	to	be	desired.	Thus,	you	may	decide	you	would	rather	take	the	benefits	from	individual	gems	that	don't	match
instead	of	going	for	the	socket	bonus.	WoW	Rookie	points	WoW's	newest	players	to	the	resources	they	need	to	get	acclimated.	You	can	take	an	item	that	you	might	not	otherwise	use	and	make	it	suit	your	needs	by	picking	your	own	gems.	Again,	it's	important	to	note	that	you	can	put	any	color	gem	in	any	socket	(except	meta	gems	/	meta	sockets).	A
socketed	item	is	like	any	other	item	in	World	of	Warcraft,	except	that	it	can	be	upgraded	by	attaching	magical	gemstones	into	the	item	itself.	However,	any	gems	that	were	already	socketed	will	be	destroyed	in	the	process	-	think	of	it	as	"overwriting"	the	old	gem	with	the	new	one.	When	to	gem	and	enchant	Lengthy	reader	discussion	WoW	Gem
Finder	helps	you	find	the	right	gems	My	teenaged	son	(every	writer	needs	a	back-seat	DPSer)	reminds	me	to	restate	the	obvious:	fully	gemmed,	socketed	items	may	look	like	hot	stuff	--	but	they	may	not	perform	like	hot	stuff	for	your	particular	character	and	gear	mix.	WoW	Rookie	feeds	you	the	basics	to	get	you	off	to	a	good	start	in	the	World	of
Warcraft.	You'll	learn:	What	are	my	choices	in	gems?	much	...	Bracing	Earthstorm	Diamond	+26	Healing	Spells	&	2%	Reduced	Threat	Requires	more	Yellow	gems	than	Blue	gems	and	more	Red	gems	than	Blue	Gems	"Only	fits	in	a	meta	gem	slot."	Figure	4:	Top:	Item	socketing	window	of	a	socketed	item	with	a	meta	gem	slot	and	a	normal	gem	slot.
Dual	spec	has	no	impact	on	your	equipment	at	all;	it	changes	your	talents,	your	glyphs	and	your	action	bars.	If	an	item	has	a	red	socket	and	two	blue	sockets,	placing	a	red	and	two	blue	gems	into	the	corresponding	colored	sockets	will	activate	the	socket	bonus.	BIGGAH!	Stay	tuned	–	and	keep	on	enjoying	those	levels.	What	in	Outland	have	you	gotten
into	now?My	dear	WoW	rookie,	you've	just	looted	your	first	socketed	item.	In	that	case	it	would	be	better	to	ignore	the	suggested	gems	and	pick	the	ones	you	want	to	use	instead.	They	can	create	an	Eternal	Belt	Buckle	for	other	players,	which	adds	a	Prismatic	socket	when	applied	to	your	belt	(and	accepts/"matches"	gems	of	any	color).	Players	can
place	any	color	gem	into	a	socket;	however,	matching	all	of	an	item's	sockets	with	their	corresponding	colored	gems	can	award	additional	bonuses.	How	do	I	put	gems	into	the	slots?	Can	I	put	a	different	gem	into	a	meta	socket	that	is	already	filled	Yes,	but	like	all	gems,	doing	so	will	destroy	the	one	already	present	in	the	socket.	How	do	I	place	a	gem
into	a	socketed	item	If	an	item	has	sockets,	shift-right-click	on	it	to	bring	up	the	item's	socketing	window.	This	imbues	the	item	with	additional	powers	similar	to	an	enchantment.	Figure	3:	Placing	a	red	and	two	yellow	gems	in	the	corresponding	sockets	will	grant	the	item	the	gems'	inherent	bonuses,	as	well	as	the	socket	bonus.	Sockets	allow	you	to
truly	customize	your	gear	to	either	augment	your	strengths	or	brace	up	your	weaknesses	(or	both).	Here,	you	can	simply	drag	and	drop	gems	from	your	inventory	to	the	sockets.	Equip:	Increases	damage	and	healing	done	by	magical	spells	and	effects	by	up	to	20.	Being	dual-specced	has	no	effect	on	your	gemming.	That	said,	the	best	place	to	start	is
our	Insider	Trader	guide,	A	diamond	is	forever:	a	consumer's	guide	to	gems.	Send	us	a	note	to	suggest	a	WoW	Rookie	topic.You're	over	level	60	now,	and	you're	pretty	hot	stuff.	Do	I	have	to	use	only	gems	of	a	certain	color	in	a	socket	No.	You	can	place	a	red	gem	in	a	yellow	socket,	or	a	blue	gem	in	a	red	socket.	Equip:	Increases	damage	and	healing
done	by	magical	spells	and	effects	by	up	to	29.	Meta	sockets	will	only	accept	meta	gems,	and	meta	gems	can	only	be	used	in	meta	sockets.	In	this	way,	you	can	tailor	an	item	to	your	needs.	Some	of	our	stories	include	affiliate	links.	A	socketed	item	that	has	magic	properties	can	be	further	specialized	depending	on	the	types	of	gems	it	is	socketed	with.
What	does	each	gem	color	do?	Tags:	L.	First	off,	these	recommendations	are	aimed	squarely	at	non-jewelcrafting	characters	leveling	their	way	through	Outland	and	Northrend.	(You'll	probably	want	to	assemble	two	sets	of	gear	and	use	the	new	Gear	Manager	to	keep	them	straight.)	Still	uncertain	about	how	and	when	to	gem	your	gear?
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