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The	blue	tongue	skink

"Blue	tongue	lizard"	redirects	here.	For	the	Australian	Aboriginal	myth,	see	Bluetongue	Lizard.	Genus	of	lizards	Blue-tongued	skinks	Blotched	blue-tongued	skink	(Tiliqua	nigrolutea)	Scientific	classification	Kingdom:	Animalia	Phylum:	Chordata	Class:	Reptilia	Order:	Squamata	Family:	Scincidae	Subfamily:	Egerniinae	Genus:	TiliquaGray,	1825[1]
Species	8,	see	text.	Synonyms	Trachydosaurus	Blue-tongued	skinks[2]	comprise	the	Australasian	genus	Tiliqua,	which	contains	some	of	the	largest	members	of	the	skink	family	(Scincidae).	They	are	commonly	called	blue-tongued	lizards	or	simply	blue-tongues	or	blueys	in	Australia.	As	suggested	by	these	common	names,	a	prominent	characteristic	of
the	genus	is	a	large	blue	tongue	that	can	be	bared	as	a	bluff-warning	to	potential	enemies.	They	are	relatively	shy	in	comparison	with	other	lizards,	and	also	significantly	slower	due	to	their	short	legs.	Systematics	and	distribution	Blue-tongued	skinks	are	closely	related	to	the	genera	Cyclodomorphus	and	Hemisphaeriodon.	All	species	are	found	on
mainland	Australia	with	the	exception	of	Tiliqua	gigas,	which	occurs	in	New	Guinea	and	various	islands	of	Indonesia.	One	subspecies	of	Tiliqua	scincoides	is	also	found	on	several	small	Indonesian	islands	between	Australia	and	New	Guinea.	Tiliqua	nigrolutea	is	the	only	species	present	in	Tasmania.	With	the	exception	of	the	pygmy	blue-tongue,	they
are	relatively	large	lizards	(up	to	45	cm	total	length),	light-bodied,	short-limbed,	broad	with	distinct	heads	and	dull	teeth.	Ecology	Most	species	are	diurnal,	ground-foraging	omnivores,	feeding	on	a	wide	variety	of	insects,	gastropods,	flowers,	fruits	and	berries.[3]	The	pygmy	blue-tongue	is	again	the	exception,	being	primarily	an	ambush	predator	of
terrestrial	arthropods.[4]	All	are	viviparous,	with	litter	sizes	ranging	from	1-4	in	the	pygmy	blue-tongue	and	shingleback	to	5-24	in	the	eastern	and	northern	blue-tongues.[5]	Species	Name	Scientific	Name	Picture	Subspecies	Adelaide	pygmy	blue-tongue	skink	T.	adelaidensis	(Peters,	1863)	Indonesian	blue-tongued	skink	T.	gigas	(Schneider,	1801)	T.
g.	gigas,	Giant	blue-tongued	skink;	T.	g.	evanescens,	Merauke	blue-tongued	skink;	T.	g.	keyensis,	Key	Island	blue-tongued	skink	Centralian	blue-tongued	skink	T.	multifasciata	(Sternfeld,	1919)	Blotched	blue-tongued	skink	T.	nigrolutea	(Quoy	&	Gaimard,	1824)	Western	blue-tongued	skink	T.	occipitalis	(Peters,	1863)	Shingleback	T.	rugosa	(Gray,
1825)	T.	r.	aspera,	Eastern	shingleback;	T.	r.	konowi,	Rottnest	Island	shingleback;	T.	r.	palarra,	Shark	Bay	shingleback;	T.	r.	rugosa,	Common	shingleback	Common	blue-tongued	skink	T.	scincoides	(White,	1790)	T.	s.	chimaerea,	Tanimbar	blue-tongued	skink;	T.	s.	intermedia,	Northern	blue-tongued	skink;	T.	s.	scincoides,	Eastern	blue-tongued	skink
Irian	Jaya	blue-tongued	skink	Tiliqua	sp.	Notes	^	Gray,	J.E.	(1825).	A	synopsis	of	the	genera	of	reptiles	and	Amphibia,	with	a	description	of	some	new	species.	Annals	of	Philosophy	10:193—217.	p.	201	^	Tiliqua,	Reptile	Database	^	Cogger,	H.G.	(2000).	Reptiles	and	Amphibians	of	Australia.	Reed	New	Holland.	^	Department	for	Environment	and
Heritage	>	Pygmy	Bluetongue	Lizard	-	fact	sheet	Retrieved	18	July	2017	^	Turner,	G.	2001.	Keeping	Bluetongue	Lizards.	Australian	Reptile	Keeper	Publications.	References	Austin,	J.J.	&	Arnold,	E.N.	(2006).	Using	ancient	and	recent	DNA	to	explore	relationships	of	extinct	and	endangered	Leiolopisma	skinks	(Reptilia:	Scincidae)	in	the	Mascarene
islands.	Molecular	Phylogenetics	and	Evolution	39(2):	503–511.	doi:10.1016/j.ympev.2005.12.011	(HTML	abstract)	Bull,	C.M.	(1988).	Mate	fidelity	in	an	Australian	lizard	Trachydosaurus	rugosus	(Scincidae).	Copeia	1987(3):	749-757.	Bull,	C.M.	(1990).	Comparison	of	displaced	and	retained	partners	in	a	monogamous	lizard	Tiliqua	rugosa.	Australian
Wildlife	Research	17:	135-140.	Valentic,	R.A.	(1996).	A	prey	record	of	the	Eastern	Blue-tongue	Tiliqua	scincoides	for	the	common	brown	snake	Pseudonaja	textilis.	Monitor	8(3):	155.	External	links	Wikimedia	Commons	has	media	related	to	Tiliqua.	Wikispecies	has	information	related	to	Tiliqua.	Bluetongue	fact	file	Blue-tongued	Lizards	in	New	South
Wales	Retrieved	from	"	Skip	to	navigation	Skip	to	content	$224.99	These	Farm	Bred	Babies	Are	About	4-6	Inches	In	Length.	(Full	Description	Below)	Out	of	stock	Notify	me	when	item	is	back	in	stock.	Tiliqua	gigas	Farm	Bred	Babies	Approximately	4-6	Inches	In	Length		These	Make	Great	Pets,	Easy	To	Care	For	And	Easy	To	Handle	Gorgeous	Skinks
With	Gold	Dusted	Backs	And	Dark	Crisp	Mocha	Stripes		Feeding	On	Veggies,	Canned	Diet	And	Live	Insects		Native	To	Indonesia,	Papua	New	Guinea	And	Other	Surrounding	Islands	Adults	Can	Get	Up	To	18-20	Inches	In	Total	Length	Very	Bright	And	Beautiful	Species	That	Go	Through	A	Slight	Color	Change	As	They	Mature	Forest	Floor	Dwellers	Who
Thrive	In	Tropical	Climates	Females	Can	Produce	Up	To	15	Live	Young	In	A	Single	Breeding	*STOCK	PHOTOS	–	INDIVIDUAL	PICTURES	AVAILABLE	UPON	REQUEST*	Please	visit	our	Shipping	FAQ	pages	for	more	information	on	our	shipping	procedures.	Thanks!	Overnight	ShippingSupplies	and	Food	Everything	your	new	pet	needs	Live	Arrival
Guarantee100%	Secure	Checkout	MasterCard	/	Visa	/	Discover	©	Underground	Reptiles,	Inc	The	blue-tailed	skink	is	a	type	of	lizard	native	to	Australia.	As	its	name	suggests,	this	small	reptile	features	a	striking	blue	tail	at	the	end	of	a	dark	brown	or	black	body.	Skinks	are	active	during	the	day	and	are	able	to	tolerate	a	wide	range	of	temperatures.
Their	scientific	name	is	Cryptoblepharus	egeriae.	While	native	to	Australia's	Christmas	Island,	these	skinks	are	now	found	throughout	Australia,	New	Zealand,	Fuji	and	Indonesia.	They	also	inhabit	the	Solomon	Islands,	New	Guinea,	Micronesia	and	many	parts	of	the	United	States.	Their	preferred	habitats	are	low	level	vegetation	and	plantations	with
some	tree	cover;	while	most	types	of	skink	make	their	homes	at	ground	level,	some	will	also	choose	a	hole	in	a	tree.	The	diet	of	this	exotic	lizard	consists	mainly	of	small	insects,	such	as	crickets,	grasshoppers,	worms	and	ants.	These	insects	are	generally	quite	easy	to	find	amongst	the	vegetation	and	small	trees	where	blue-tailed	skinks	make	their
homes.	The	back	of	the	blue-tailed	skink	has	three	distinct	yellow	stripes.	One	possible	reason	for	the	location	and	color	of	these	stripes	is	that	they	may	cause	predators	to	direct	their	eyes	to	the	bright	blue	tail,	perhaps	preventing	a	fatal	attack	to	the	lizard's	body.	As	the	blue-tailed	skink	ages,	its	striking	colors	may	begin	to	fade	or	become	less
prominent.	Male	lizards	may	feature	some	red	markings	around	the	head	area,	while	females	tend	to	have	little	to	no	red	coloring.	The	average	length	of	the	blue-tailed	skink	is	1.5	to	2.4	inches	(4	to	6	cm)	from	head	to	tail,	although	some	may	be	quite	larger	than	this.	An	interesting	and	unique	feature	of	the	striking	blue	tail	is	that	it	can	be
temporarily	discarded	by	the	lizard	in	a	dangerous	situation	to	distract	a	predator.	The	tail	will	continue	to	move	as	the	skink	itself	scurries	to	safety,	and	should	ultimately	grow	back.	Most	skinks	make	their	homes	in	holes	and	tunnels	that	can	be	easily	reached	if	predators	are	threatening.	Blue-tailed	skinks	make	popular	pets	for	those	looking	for	a
more	exotic	lizard.	Caring	for	this	type	of	reptile	requires	a	moderate	degree	of	knowledge	and	some	specialized	equipment.	The	temperature	and	humidity	of	the	skink's	environment	must	be	carefully	controlled,	and	access	to	appropriate	food	and	water	sources	is	essential.	Skinks	do	not	tend	to	tolerate	much	handling,	and	this	is	particularly	true	of
the	blue-tailed	variety	as	their	tails	are	very	sensitive.	The	estimated	life	span	for	a	skink	in	captivity	is	approximately	ten	years.	Adult	Northern	Blue	Tongue	Skink	Group	#11-	Normal	$960.00	Save	$640	Adult	Northern	Blue	Tongue	Skink	Group	#12-	Austin	Orange	$960.00	Save	$640	Adult	Northern	Blue	Tongue	Skink	Group	#14-	Coffee	$1,500.00
Save	$1,000	Adult	Northern	Blue	Tongue	Skink	Group	#8-	Carmel	$900.00	Save	$600	The	Australian	blue	tongue	lizard	is	one	of	the	first	lizards	I	came	to	know	when	I	arrived	in	Australia.	The	reason	is	that	these	big	friendly	skinks	are	very	slow	moving.	They	are	easy	to	observe	and	easy	to	catch.	Something	that	can't	be	said	for	many	other	lizards.
I	had	no	problem	getting	close	enough	to	this	blue	tongued	lizard	(it's	one	of	several	living	in	my	garden)	to	get	a	picture	of	its	vivid	blue	tongue.	Blue	tongue	lizards	quickly	become	used	to	humans.	(That's	one	reason	why	they	are	so	popular	as	pets.)	But	even	if	they've	never	seen	any	humans	before	they	are	likely	to	just	sit	there	and	let	you	pick
them	up	when	you	see	one.	(Though	they	don't	really	like	being	handled.	They	prefer	firm	ground	under	their	feet.	I	don't	blame	them.)	Let's	have	a	closer	look	at	these	gentle	creatures,	their	habits	and	their	habitat,	and	the	way	they	use	their	blue	tongue.	Australian	Blue	Tongue	Lizard	Species	There	are	six	species	of	blue-tongued	lizards	or	skinks
in	Australia.	They	vary	a	bit	in	colour	and	size,	but	most	commonly	they	are	grey	with	broad	brown	stripes	across	their	back	and	tail,	and	they	grow	to	around	a	foot	in	length	(that's	just	the	head	and	body,	not	the	tail).	Common	or	Eastern	Blue-tongue	Lizard	(Tiliqua	scincoides	scincoides):	this	one	is	widespread	in	the	south	east	of	Australia	and	looks
just	as	described	above,	grey	with	dark	stripes.	Northern	Blue-tongued	Skink	(Tiliqua	scincoides	intermedia):	belonging	to	the	same	species,	this	form	is	at	home	on	the	savannahs	of	Australia's	tropical	regions.	(And	in	my	garden.	You	can	see	one	in	the	photos	at	the	top).	Picture	under	GNU	Free	Documentation	License	Western	blue-tongued	skink
(Tiliqua	occipitalis):	listed	as	vulnerable	Photo	under	GNU	Free	Documentation	License	Central	blue-tongued	skink	(Tiliqua	multifasciata):	listed	as	vulnerable	Blotched	Blue-tongue	(Tiliqua	nigrolutea):	another	species	from	the	south	west,	this	one	is	restricted	to	the	highland	areas.	It	looks	slightly	different,	being	dark	brown	with	light	coloured
blotches	across	the	back.	Shingleback	(Tiliqua	rugosa):	the	Shingleback	has	many	names,	like	Bob-tailed	Lizard,	Sleepy	Lizard	or	Stumpy-tailed	Lizard.	It	can	be	found	west	of	the	Great	Dividing	Range.	It's	the	most	unusual	looking	of	the	blue-tongue	lizards	with	its	very	short,	stumpy	tail	and	large	rough	scales.	The	Shingleback	too	is	dark	brown,
with	or	without	blotches.	Pygmy	Blue-tongue	Skink	(Tiliqua	adelaidensis):	as	you	probably	guessed,	the	Pygmy	Blue-tongue	is	a	little	fellow,	growing	to	about	90	mm.	It	was	considered	to	be	extinct	until	it	was	rediscovered	near	Burra	(mid-north	of	South	Australia).	The	species	is	confined	to	that	very	small	area	north	of	Adelaide	and	is	listed	as
endangered.	Return	to	top	Australian	Blue-Tongue	Lizard	Facts	Blue	tongues	have	somewhat	unusual	body	proportions:	a	big	head	and	long	body	with	very	short	legs	and	small	feet.	Their	evenly	tapering	tail	is	fat	and	shorter	than	the	body.	Male	lizards	have	a	proportionally	larger	head	than	females,	but	the	females	are	bigger	overall.	The	most
noticeable	feature	of	these	lizards	is	the	blue	tongue	inside	the	bright	pink	mouth.	Like	all	reptiles	they	do	not	produce	any	body	heat.	Their	body	temperature	depends	on	the	surrounding	temperature	and	they	can	be	found	sun	basking	in	the	mornings	or	during	cooler	days.	On	cold	days	they	remain	inactive	in	their	shelter.	(They	need	a	body
temperature	of	30	to	35°C	to	be	active.)	Their	diet	consists	of	plant	matter	and	small	animals.	That	can	be	beetles,	caterpillars,	crickets,	snails	and	even	other	small	lizards.	Anything	they	can	get	hold	of	will	do.	But	they	are	not	very	fast,	so	they	usually	eat	slower	critters.	They	are	very	partial	to	slugs	and	snails.	Oh,	and	they	steal	dog	food...	Blue-
tongue	lizards	have	strong	jaw	muscles	to	crush	big	beetles	and	snail	shells.	They	may	also	bite	in	defence	when	they	feel	threatened.	Picture	under	GNU	Free	Documentation	License	The	blue	tongue's	main	defence	strategy	is	bluff:	It	faces	the	threat	and	opens	its	mouth.	The	blue	tongue	inside	the	pink	mouth	is	an	unexpected	and	vivid	sight,
designed	to	frighten	off	the	attacker.	The	lizard	also	hisses	loudly	and	flattens	its	body	which	makes	it	look	wider	and	bigger.	If	you	pick	the	lizard	up	now	it	will	bite	you.	And	it	will	hurt.	Blue	tongues	have	a	habit	of	latching	onto	your	finger	and	not	letting	go,	which	leaves	you	with	a	nice	bruise.	Return	to	top	Blue-tongued	Lizard	Habitat	And	Life
Cycle	Blue-tongues	occur	across	most	of	Australia.	They	like	open	country	with	lots	of	cover	like	tall	grasses,	leaf	litter,	rocks	and	logs,	low	shrubs	etc.	under	which	they	will	shelter	at	night.	(They	also	like	burrows).	During	the	day	they	sun	themselves	until	they	are	warm	enough,	and	then	they	forage	for	food	during	the	warmer	parts	of	the	day.	Blue-
tongue	lizards	live	alone	for	most	of	the	year.	It's	only	during	the	mating	season	between	September	and	November	that	the	male	will	pursue	females	(and	fight	other	males).	Mating	is	a	rough	affair	and	many	females	carry	scars	from	the	male's	teeth...	Female	blue	tongues	stay	within	a	defined	home	base.	The	males	wander	over	an	area	the	size	of
about	15	house	blocks	and	have	several	females.	(Does	something	sound	familiar	here	or	what?)	Blue	tongues	are	born	alive,	about	three	to	five	month	after	mating.	From	the	moment	they	are	born	they	have	to	look	for	food	themselves	(they	start	by	eating	the	placenta),	and	they	will	be	off	on	their	own	within	a	few	days.	The	Common	Blue-tongue
Lizard	has	the	largest	litter	(up	to	25	young	at	once)	and	the	smallest	young.	The	baby	blue-tongue	lizards	are	13	to	14	cm	long	and	weigh	10	to	20	g.	The	Shingleback	is	at	the	other	end	of	the	scale	with	only	two	or	three	young,	about	22	cm	in	size	and	weighing	200	g.	The	Common	Blue-tongued	Lizard	breeds	annually,	but	other	species	breed	only
every	second	year.	How	often	they	breed	also	depends	on	the	amount	of	food	available.	A	lucky	blue-tongued	lizard	can	live	for	many	years.	Lizards	in	captivity	have	lived	for	as	long	as	20	years,	and	some	in	the	wild	may	live	for	up	to	30	years.	The	main	predators	that	may	cut	a	blue-tongued	lizard's	life	short	are	lawn	mowers,	cars,	and	cats	and	dogs.
Cats	are	the	worst.	Dogs	are	often	perplexed	enough	by	the	blue	tongue	and	the	threatening	behaviour	of	the	lizard	to	keep	a	distance.	But	cats	are	ambush	predators	and	the	lizard	doesn't	get	a	chance	to	show	its	scary	tongue...	Baby	blue	tongues	may	also	end	up	as	dinner	for	currawongs,	kookaburras,	raptors	or	snakes.	Blue-tongued	lizards	can
drop	their	tails	if	necessary	to	escape	a	predator.	The	stump	will	heal	quickly	and	a	new	tail	will	start	to	grow.	It	takes	about	a	year	for	the	new	one	to	fully	regenerate.	That's	if	the	lizard	has	a	stable	food	source.	All	the	food	and	water	reserves	are	stored	in	the	tail.	If	the	tail	is	lost	the	skink	has	nothing	to	fall	back	on	and	needs	a	steady	supply.
Return	to	top	Blue	Tongues	In	Your	Garden	Blue-tongue	lizards	are	an	asset	in	the	garden	as	they	keep	the	numbers	of	snails,	caterpillars	and	other	pests	down.	It's	not	hard	to	make	your	garden	blue-tongue	lizard	friendly.	All	they	need	is	plenty	of	shelter	and	food.	If	you	have	lots	of	rocks	and	logs	on	the	ground,	piles	of	leaves,	mulch,	ground	covers
and	low	shrubs,	then	you	are	taking	care	of	both	requirements.	Because	beetles,	spiders,	snails	and	other	critters	will	like	the	many	moist	and	protected	hidey-holes	too.	The	quickest	way	to	wipe	out	your	blue-tongue	lizard	population	is	to	use	snail	pellets.	Blue	tongues	love	snails	and	can't	go	past	them.	The	lizards	eat	the	poisoned	snails	and	die	as
well.	The	snail	population	will	recover,	the	lizard	population	won't.	(It's	a	typical	scenario	that	replays	over	and	over	again	wherever	people	use	chemicals	to	control	pests.)	Leave	the	snail	control	to	the	lizards,	they	will	eventually	catch	up.	Don't	panic	if	you	see	a	few	snails.	You	need	a	few	or	the	blue	tongues	will	go	hungry.	The	other	thing	to	be
careful	of	is	blue	tongue	lizards	hiding	in	the	grass	when	you	are	mowing.	The	noise	will	not	scare	them	away.	Rather	they	will	turn	around	and	threaten	the	lawn	mower	with	their	blue	tongue,	which	in	this	case	is	somewhat	ineffective.	Keep	your	cat	indoors	(which	you	should	anyway),	teach	your	dog	to	share	its	food	(a	good	poke	in	the	ribs
whenever	it	looks	in	a	lizard's	direction	has	worked	well	in	this	household),	and	of	course,	don't	run	your	blue	tongue	lizard	over	on	your	driveway	while	it	tries	to	get	warm	enough	to	move.	Read	about	other	Australian	Lizards	|	Return	to	top	All	Australian	Animals	|	Australian	Outback	Animals	Return	from	Australian	Blue	Tongue	Lizard	to	Outback
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