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A high school diploma is of vital importance, as 90% of jobs in the US are inaccessible to a high school dropout. Unfortunately, some of us simply cannot go to a physical school or traditional homeschool for a number of reasons. The solution is an online high school, and we can show you how to choose the best one. 1. Study the virtual school’s
accreditationsNational and regional accreditation is vitally important when choosing your online high school. The proper accreditation ensures online high schools are in compliance with federal regulations and are using high standards of academic quality. The difference between an online high school with the right accreditation and one without also
means your diploma could be illegitimate in the eyes of college admissions and job hiring professionals.National accreditation: There are national accrediting bodies for online high schools, the most recognized being the Distance Education Accrediting Commission.Regional accreditation: Regional accreditation is more common in the online high
school industry. AdvanED, the world’s largest educational accreditor, is the parent organization of the following regional accreditors: Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement (SACS-CASI), North Central Association Council on Accreditation and School Improvement (NCA-CASI) and Northwest
Accreditation Commission (NWAC).State accreditation: Some online high schools are public schools and are accredited by the states in which they operate, just like their brick and mortar counterparts.2. What is the online high school’s curriculum offerings?Many families choose online high school due to the need for alternative education. Whether
you need to learn a skilled trade or want to finish out the rest of your remedial studies, online high schools can offer curriculums tailored to the needs and goals of each student.Honors/AP classes: Gifted students, especially those in underserved areas, can benefit from a full range of Honors and AP classes offered by online high schools.Vocational
Technical training classes: Students who would like more preparation in specific areas, beyond a general high school curriculum, may find appropriate classes for credit at online high schools.College preparatory: These courses are ideal for students planning to attend a 4-year college or university. Remember, colleges around the country accept
online high school graduates as long as the diploma is from an appropriately accredited school.General studies: Geared toward students planning to attend a community or technical college, or who are going to join the military or workforce after graduation.3. Look for alternate ways to earn creditWith some online high schools, students can get credit
from previous education, life, and work experiences. Make sure to approach the school’s admissions and see if they offer any of the following, this may be able to save time and money.Credit for experience: Some online high schools offer credit for life and work experience. This is especially attractive for older learners and learners employed in the
trade they are studying. Usually, an assessment is necessary to earn credit.Transfer credits: Often, a student's credits from other accredited high schools can be transferred, especially if the previous schooling credits earned in remedial classes like basic math or science course. In some cases, an assessment test may be necessary.Earn college credit:
Some online high schools offer students the ability to earn college credit while still in high school. These credits can be used towards a high school diploma as well as a college degree.4. Ask about all payment optionsPayment options can be a big factor for future students, especially if the student also happens to be the breadwinner splitting time
between work and school. However, many online high schools offer different types of payment options from flexible payments to sliding payment scales to public opportunities that may even make your experience free. Don’t be afraid to speak with the financial aid and billing departments about payment questions, as well as these options.Free tuition:
Some online high schools are public and therefore free of charge.Flexible course purchase: While some programs require payment of full tuition for an academic period, other online high schools allow for payment of individual courses if a student just needs supplemental course work.Financing: Some online high schools offer financing which can
often be free of interest and financing charges.Scholarships: Those needing assistance with tuition and equipment costs may be able to find online high schools that offer scholarships.5. Inquire about academic supportA student's success can often be traced back to the support they receive in their educational journey. This is also true in the world of
online high school. For those returning to school after a few years (or decades) of absence, you may need extra help to acclimate back into school life.Academic counselors: Most online high schools provide parents and students with an academic counselor. The counselor works with families to create an education plan that meets the goals and needs
of the student.Peer support: Students at online high schools can often find many ways to enjoy peer support either through forums, chat rooms, social media and sometimes in-person community events.Teacher support: Families may turn to online high school as a way to provide their child with more one-on-one support from teachers than is possible
in the traditional academic setting. Amidst all the school subjects, math is often difficult for young learners. The reality is that math problems can help students learn how to navigate the world around them in some really practical ways, strengthening rationale thought, problem-solving skills and abstract thinking. Think about going to the grocery
store and needing to calculate the price for a pound of bulk food, for example. Or think about a 25% off sale at the student's favorite sports shop. Many students don't get quite enough practice in applying math, and they may feel like they cannot succeed at it. Fortunately, there are many cool math games available online for free, and they are so
appealing that people who don't like math may just change their mind about that. Parents and students can access them easily to sharpen up math skills. We've found a few of them and share the details here about Cool Math Games, ABCya and Hooda math games, which can all contribute to students being able to navigate the world of math more
easily. Coolmath Games helps everyone train their brains, using logic, thinking and math. The site takes an approach of fun in learning and presents challenges at multiple levels. They boast that users won't even know they're getting a mental workout when they're using one of the hundreds of games on the site. Games are organized according to
types of skill, including logic, strategy, number and mobile. Which, of course, leads to the name--learning is cool when it's designed to be the right kind of challenge. Cool Math offers free online math lessons, math games and math activities. It includes lessons in pre-algebra, algebra and pre-calculus. Additional tools include online graphing
calculators, geometry art, polyhedra, fractals and specially designated areas for parents and teachers, so everyone can participate in the learning process. The site is like an amusement park for math learning, and that is very cool indeed. ABCya math games is another popular way to help students sharpen up their math skills. The website offers a
variety of educational games and activities for school-aged children. Games are organized by subject categories such as numbers, letters and holidays, and into grade levels from pre-kindergarten through fifth grade. In addition, many of the free games meet requirements within the Common Core State Standards Initiative. The site is very popular due
to its content and its easy-to-use interface. Plus, the name is clever and easy to remember. ABCya has created a number of apps for on-the-go math practice and learning. Because of the success of those apps, the site is ranked a Top 20 Publisher in the iOS App Store's Education Category and a Top 25 Publisher in its Kids Category. Who wouldn't
want to try to learn more about math with games like "Percent Panic," "Secret Message Maker" and "State Bingo"? Hooda Math Games is another popular, free online site for math games pitched to kindergarten through high school-aged learners. Like other sites, the students interacting with the games can engage with them to learn more about
mathematics in creative ways. They can learn how to assemble a machine, to shop for clothes or to build a bridge, for example. Users choose from grade level and category, including logic, geometry and physics, and then choose the match subject, such as addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions, integers and algebra. The site offers
more than 500 web-based games and more than 50 mobile games that can be accessed safely through any browser and from any device. There's literally an endless supply of free math resources online for parents and students who need a bit of a math brush-up or who just want to have fun. Enjoy exploring the sites and gain confidence in skills that
easily carry over to the real world. Photo Courtesy: Gallo Images/Getty Images Gaming is a billion dollar industry, but you don't have to spend a penny to play some of the best games online. As long as you have a computer, you have access to hundreds of games for free. From MMOs to RPGs to racing games, check out 14 of the best free online
games. Star Wars: The Old Republic received a lukewarm response when it launched in 2011, but several changes since then have significantly opened up the appeal of the game. While the most obvious tweak was a shift to a limited free-to-play model less than a year after release, there have been a lot of more subtle changes that are good news for
everyone. Photo Courtesy: Joe Klamar/Getty Images Only interested in the story? You can comfortably play solo all the way up to level 60. Do you love PvP action? You can skip all the way to level 60 upon character creation. Best of all, you no longer need to spend money to avoid endless grinding. There’s never been a better time to visit a galaxy far,
far away. Alien Swarm is a free online game available from Valve that pits you and up to three friends against alien monsters. While the game is admittedly dated at this point — it was released in 2010 — it continues to have an active fan base. If the numerous classes, weapons, characters and areas get old, you can always use the included map
generation tool and mod kit to create your own dream bug hunt. League of Legends has been around for more than a decade, and it’s still going strong. Players must work together to dominate the map in a fantasy world, and the game takes skill and practice — not to mention good teammates — to master. League of Legends tournaments are popular
e-Sport events, so if you’d like to watch the pros go at it before trying the game out for yourself, you certainly can. Photo Courtesy: Chesnot/Getty Images Impressively, League of Legends has been so successful that its maker, Riot Studios, has had little need to put out other titles. It wasn’t until 2019, a full decade after League of Legends’ release,
that Riot Studios put out its second game, Teamfight Tactics. Similar to League of Legends, Dota 2 is a multiplayer online battle arena (MOBA) game with players competing for control of a map. While the mod can trace its origins to a mod made for Warcraft III called Defense of the Ancients (commonly abbreviated DotA), Dota 2 is a game in its own
right. Photo Courtesy: Suzi Pratt/Getty Images While the game remains one of the biggest names in e-sports, Dota 2 has seen a decline in player numbers since its release in 2013. For regular players looking for a free game to enjoy, however, Dota 2 is still a good time. RPGs and MOBAs aren't for everyone. Forza Motorsport 6 Apex is a free online
racing game that’s essentially a slimmed down version of Forza Motorsport 6 for the Xbox One. While you only have six tracks to choose from, they’re the same as the original game, and you have your choice of sixty cars to race on them with some truly phenomenal graphics. In fact, the main downside of the game is simply that you need a powerful
computer to run it at maximum graphic settings. Fortnite Battle Royale took off to become possibly the most popular game of 2018, and in doing so, it reinvigorated the battle royal game genre, with competitors like Call of Duty: Warzone soon springing up in its wake. Players engage in an epic battle to be the last one standing in a game of intense yet
zany combat gun and melee combat. Online play is possible through PC, Xbox One, PlayStation 4, iOS and Android devices. Photo Courtesy: Bloomberg/Getty Images Hearthstone: Heroes of Warcraft is a free online game modeled after the Magic: The Gathering card game. It has a basic rule set that's easy to learn but difficult to master. While
knowledge of the greater Warcraft universe can make the cards themselves more enjoyable, no knowledge of previous games is necessary to enjoy Hearthstone. Unlike some free online card games, you also don’t need to spend money to have a competitive deck. Lord of the Rings Online may have been released in 2007, but while many other MMOs
from that time have fallen by the wayside, this game continues on, in part because it appeals to hardcore fans. For Tolkien enthusiasts, the game is almost a Middle Earth theme park that you can visit from the comfort of your own home Photo Courtesy: @lotro/Twitter While some content does require a purchase, you can earn most of it for free with a
bit of patience. Considering the rewards are fighting orcs in Mordor and protecting pies from hungry hobbits in equal measure, the rewards are well-worth it. While there are many pinball games out there to choose from, Pinball Arcade is special in that it attempts to recreate actual pinball machines so that you can play them from the comfort of your
home. The base game on Steam comes with Frankenstein, Flight 2000, Ripleys, Starship Troopers and Star Trek Vengeance Premium tables, and you can pay for more if you enjoy the game enough. Additionally, other versions of the game have been released for Xbox 360, Xbox One, Playstation 3, Playstation 4, Android and iOS phones and more.
Photo Courtesy: CasarsaGuru/E+/Getty Images Online gaming offers a great way to pass the time (particularly when we’re all quarantined), plus it helps build manual dexterity skills and potentially enhances problem-solving abilities, depending on the games chosen. Entertaining online games come in many formats, ranging from colorful casino-style
games and arcade-style classics to the most intricate role-playing games set in elaborate worlds. Of course, the cost of playing some online games can quickly add up, particularly if you opt for the more elaborate RPGs that often require monthly fees and in-game purchases that are necessary to succeed. Ideally, you want to find free online games that
are still a lot of fun to play. One of these top free online games may offer the perfect solution. Dauntless is a free online monster-hunting game. The hunt for good monster-themed games to play free online has increased significantly since the release of the successful Monster Hunter series. The game pushes players to use memory and logic skills to
protect a colony of humans from hordes of monsters. PCMag gave it a “Good” rating, praising its easy learning curve and cross-compatibility with game consoles. Negatives include limited weapons and monsters and environments that could use some work. Photo Courtesy: @Dauntless comm/Twitter Little Big Snake is a skills game that enhances
manual dexterity and puzzle solving skills. It's similar to the early versions of snake games, but the graphics are vastly improved. Your snake eats nectar and bugs, but if it touches another snake, then it’'s game over for your slinky friend. This game requires Adobe Flash Player to play, and it’s available as a mobile app as well as an online game. Photo
Courtesy: @ 11 f e /Twitter Like drag racing games? Drag Racer V3 offers some fun, free online game play for all the racing fans out there. Created by Phantom Games, it pits you against other racers to fan the flames of competition. When starting the game, you “buy” a race car, customize it to meet your personal specifications, and then race
against other cars to see who gets bragging rights. Photo Courtesy: @JohanRusch2/Twitter Fortnite Battle Royale drops you into a world with 99 other players, all with the goal of being the last player standing at the end of the battle. The game allows you to play with friends in the same world, or you can make all new ones. You get time to build up
some protective structures before the competition battle, so get started gathering resources right away. The game has a 4.5-star rating on TechRadar, partially due to fun combat scenarios and the vibrant gaming environment. Photo Courtesy: @FNBRLeaks/Twitter Video game developer Riot Games created League of Legends to appeal to fans of the
popular World of Warcraft online game. This fast-moving, aggressive game teaches both teamwork skills and logic. Manual dexterity is also needed as you progress through the game. Riot Games also organizes various Esports tournaments, including League of Legends tournaments with prizes in excess of $1 million for skilled players to compete to
win. Photo Courtesy: @ArtStationHQ/Twitter With the Killer Instinct game, you can play as one character for free, but if you want to expand your character options, you have to shell out some cash. The concept of the game is similar to Super Smash Bros., and players can pick up mascots from other popular games, such as Halo and Battletoads.
Despite its character limitations, it has an 8.4 rating on IGN, partially due to the fluidity of the fighting moves. Photo Courtesy: @maximilian /Twitter If you enjoy a round or two of putt putt golf, you may be thrilled to hear you can play without braving the elements. Even better, you can play in quarantine with your friends! Golf with Your Friends
supports and enhances hand-eye coordination, with players banking golf balls off obstacles and around corners to reach the holes in the fewest possible shots. Featuring game play for up to 12 simultaneous players and various game modes that even let players change the size and shape of their balls, GWYF offers a fun solution to boredom. Colorful
graphics further add to the appeal of the game. Photo Courtesy: @GolfWYF/Twitter As the world’s most popular MMO (massively multiplayer online) role-playing game, Runescape has been around for quite some time. Currently entertaining players with its third incarnation, the game drops players into a world filled with different cultures battling a
host of angry gods for supremacy. It features hundreds of quests for players to complete to achieve this goal. Photo Courtesy: @RuneScape/Twitter The Awesome Adventures of Captain Spirit is a sequel to the popular game Life Is Strange. Captain Spirit is the alter-ego of a nine-year-old named Chris, which means this is a kid-friendly game that isn't
packed with violence like some other adventure games. Adding to the kid appeal, it only takes a couple of hours to play through the full game, on average. Photo Courtesy: @edouardcaplain/Twitter The strategy game Starcraft II drops players into different galactic environments, where they take on various challenges to conquer the galaxy. Created
by Blizzard Entertainment, the developer of the wildly popular World of Warcraft, the game requires players to set up a Battle.net account to play, but game play is free once you complete that step. Some characters are only available through purchasing, but players can enjoy the game without buying extra characters if desired. Photo Courtesy:
@StarCraft/Twitter
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